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Towards Sustainable Excellence through 
Effective Educational Governance 


Numerous plantlets are sprouting in the 
domain of school education in Kerala. The 
General Education community of the state 
has realized that a rich harvest of excellence 
can be produced in our classrooms. The 
Government, officials, teachers, and the 
local community have come together to 
realize this. The confidence generated by 
synergy has instilled great courage into one 
and all. New levels of efficiency have been 
identified. New gateways of individual and 
collective enquiry have been opened. 


The reverberations of all these have begun to 
manifest themselves in schools and 
classrooms. As trailblazers, we could open 
new avenues in many areas where the voyage 
to progress remained in a deadlock. One-day 
workshops for educational officers, from 
school level to sub-district level, effective, 
continuous cluster training for teachers, 
ensuring one thousand hours of academic 
work for the students and possibilities for the 
intervention of local communities are 
Success stories of convergence and synergy. 
These excellences and enterprises have 
helped in providing agility to the activities of 
the Department of Education and the 
schools. 


We should be able to sustain, spread and 
strengthen the achievements we have 
already made. We get the required strength 
and energy for it when we identify the paths 
we have come through. This book contains 
records which will lend a hand to it. This 
document is submitted to the enlightened 
educationists of Kerala with the hope that 
this reflection will pave the way for the 
acceleration of our future activities and for 
finding new avenues. 


Regards 
JAMES VARGHESE 


Secretary to the Government, 
General Education Department 
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Message 


This book is a record of the 
activities shouldered by the Department of 
General Education and Local Self 
Government, to mould the society and to 
address the everchanging challenges of the 
world order. You can witness evidences of 
the general education sector governing 
strength and vigour, through collaborative 
initiatives to enhance quality in education. 
We earnestly hope that this book will orient 
and enlighten all those who traverse it s 
pages. 


Dr. B. Vijayakumar 


State Project Director 
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 
Kerala 


By-gone days of Education in Kerala 


Owing to the pressures from various sections of 
society since the formation of Kerala state, an 
education policy was formulated. Consequent to 
this, the Kerala Educational Rules were formed 
and the educational activities in the State were 
unified. 


Progression to Excellence 


Excellence is the realization of the objectives 
envisaged. This can be achieved by the combined 
effort of the learner, teacher, system and the 
institution. 

The perspectives pertaining to each area, the 
attempts to realize them, areas of excellence, 
limitations etc. in detail. 


Intervention of Local Self Governments in Education 


The local self governments realized that it is 
better to allocate funds for education than for 
other development areas. The advancements in 
education during 2007-2008 bear testimony to 
this. 


Quality Education for all 


The most important mission of General Education 
is to provide equal opportunities for all. The merit 
of the year of excellence is that it could develop 
appropriate programmes for all. 
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Research programmes 


Any activity that leads to the enrichment of 
human life contains the essence of research. This 
is relevant in the case of education which is the 
process of moulding the new generation. This was 
the year in which the teachers and educational 
activists of Kerala concentrated more on research 
than ever before. 


Towards Convergence 


Various agencies were involved in similar 
academic activities simultaneously. Lack of 
convergence of these agencies caused many 
problems and ineffectiveness in the field of 
education. The year of excellence attempted to 
avoid these problems by converging the activities 
of these agencies. 


Attractive School 


The physical environment plays a major role in 
improving the quality of education. It is the 
responsibility of a school to provide neat and tidy 
classrooms, hygienic urinals, playground, 
compound wall, garden etc. to its students. In this 
regard, there existed several limitations in the 
schools of the State. The interventions of Local 
self governments and SSA, helped to overcome 
these limitations. 


Reformation of Curriculum 


It is the basic need of the curriculum to be 
reformed in tune with the needs and aspirations of 
the changing society. The revision of curriculum 
that commenced from the primary classes since 
1997 has extended to secondary classes within a 
short time. This revision itself has attained 
national attention. 
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In each period of history, we come acr: 
methods of education which were decided uj 
by the social needs ofthat period. The major soc 
needs of ancient times were agriculture, wors! 
medical treatment, weather forecast and astrolo 
During the times of kingship and feudalism, th 
were educational centres to protect the interest 
the administration. Consequently religic 
centres for the learning of scriptures and 'kala 
for the training in martial arts existed. The visi 
of many social reformers who questioned | 


social structure in those times was very great. 


During the colonial times, the establish 
school education system developed. Parallel to t 


writing contres, 'kalaris and madr: , mai 
formal education centres developed under t! 
leadership of Christian missionaries. The 
provided educational opportunities for a 
disregarding their religion or caste. This promote 
the acceptance of missionary schools. It is agains 
this background that when compared with other 
states, a well organized educational system 
developed in Kerala. 


Before independence the present 
tate of Kerala existed as three princely 
namely Travancore, Cochin and 
bar. Among them Travancore and 
in were ruled by local kings. Malabar, 
1 was part of the Madras province, was 


tly under the administration of British 
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i. A number of elementary schools were 
ded under the Malabar District Board 
h was constituted during this period. 
le educational institutions in Travancore 
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ochin were founded by local Rajahs, 


Owing to the social pressure which 
cropped up after the birth of Kerala State, a 
populist Educational policy was formulated. 
After this Kerala Educational Rules were 
formulated and as a consequence the 
educational activities of the state were made 
uniform. 


The Education Bill, 1957 and the 
Land Reforms Act of 1967 laid the i 
foundation for educational progress in 
RR CERDO Kerala. The vast majority of landless 


pena aro dn: gp 3j malayalees who found their living space and i 
Pes EAS / I the teachers who gained security of service 
changed the education history of the state. It 
was during this period that the classrooms of T 
Kerala started filling up and education 


proliferated. 14 
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The Kothari Commission Report of 1966 
known as the Magna Carta of Indian Education 
gave a new sense of direction to the education of 
the country. It envisioned radical changes in the 
structure, content and management of schools. But 
there were no conscious efforts to implement the recommendations of 
the Kothari Commission in their originally designed magnitude and 
extent. It was in the National Education Policy of 1986 that a sense of 
direction in education was achieved with the goal of social 
development. The National Education Policy of 1986 and the action 
plan developed for it contained suggestions like : 


a Development of school facilities 
ao Appointment of required number of teachers 
a Fixation of levels of learning and its fulfilment 


These suggestions accelerated educational progress in Kerala. 
The Total Literacy Programme titled 'Akshara Keralam' was started in 
the 1990s as a conscious effort to overcome the social backwardness. It 
was implemented in Ernakulam district during the first stage and later 
throughout the state. This programme became a globally acknowledged 
model of popular nonformal education. Through the one year long 
literacy classes, the society of Kerala realized that learning letters is not 
a mere acquisition of knowledge, but a gateway to security. A crucial 
product of literacy mission was the realization that many of our children 
who have acquired formal education are backward in the knowledge of 
letters and numerals. The realization that the illiteracy inside the 
classroom is more frightening than the illiteracy outside it gave shape to 
many locally developed alternatives. 


Year of effective governance 


Such alternatives like 'Aksharappulari', 
nathan Manikkuttan', 'Punchiri Pottichiri', 
ukulam', 'Harisree' etc. helped to redress the 
acy and tried to view the process of education in an 
srated manner. Following these models, there were 

official efforts to improve the quality of education. 

tion Black Board (OBB) Minimum Levels of 
ning (MLL), District Primary Education Programme (DPEP) etc. 

me of the projects in this direction. The locally developed 
)atives mentioned above prepared the ground for these projects. 


The energy and method of action gathered from the literacy 
ion enabled the convergence of local governments, agencies for 
formal Education and Teachers' Organizations in the efforts to 

or ve the quality of education. 
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i The revision ofthe curriculum which began in 1997 as part of 
the District Primary Education Programme paved the way for 
radical changes in the field of education. With the help ofthe 
DPEP projects, revolutionary concepts related to learning, 
learning process, learning methodology, the role of the 
teacher, learning materials, monitoring and support 
i mechanisms could be implemented. This curriculum, 
developed through the synergic efforts of the community of 
i teachers who are the promulgators of education, literally 
turned out to bea social document. 


| Fundamental principles of the New curricu m 


Dinge ARN 
DORON 


RESPECTED STUDENT 


Æ The experiences got from home and the environment during childhood, opens up a large 
world of knowledge in the child. These experiences lay the foundation for the development of 
personality in every child. Old theories which state that the child who reaches the school does 
not know anything at all becomes stale in this context 


Æ This curriculum beheves that the child has innate abilities to think and take decisions at his 
own level. It recognizes and respects children and gives a lot of prominence to their ideas and 
14 aptitudes. It is, undoubtedly, child centered. 


SS s s 


We should be prepared to consider him as an 
individual and give due respect to him by 
recognizing him. The curriculum follows the 
modern psychological principle that the child 
hould be considered as a Minor Adult. 


lhe child has an aptitude to play with his friends and The school opened today. Many 


in inborn skill to roam in the world of imagination. little butterflies were beside me with 
their coloured wings. What a variety 


of characters do they have! I asked 
them whether they liked songs. 
Immediately some of them started 


MY DIARY 


! he child has Multiple Intelligence. They should be 
aturally developed as part of the learning process. 
he teacher should provide opportunities for this. 


he child looks at the environment and events presenting the action song 'Look! 
round her as natural and comprehensive. So the Look children... Nishant, who 
hild should receive direct and comprehensive stood timid, likes to tell stories. It's a 
learning experiences during the initial period of her story which his grandmother had 
tudy. told him... The students before me 


have a lot of experiences and ideas. 
Whatall experiences should I design 
to develop these ideas? 


he rights of children should be recognized. They 
avethe right to grow and develop freely, express 
ieir needs and liberate themselves from 

xploitation. E 


UT LEARN Ga The Rights of Children 


irning is a fundamental process happening 
' an individual. Therefore the curriculum 
»poses the concept of helping learning rather 
an teaching. Learning happens when mental 
onstructs are formed in an individual. These 
mental constructs develop when the individual 
gets opportunities to undergo powerful 
experiences. For this the child should be 
provided with powerful learning experiences. 
These powerful learning experiences are 
possible when the child gets opportunities to 
act freely and in groups. We can create this 
synergy only by providing motivation and 
challenging activities. The production of 
knowledgeis part ofthe social process. 


Z All human beings below the age of eighteen and 


who haven't attained adult hood are children 


Æ A child both male and female should be provided 
with opportunities 
to form and express 
his/her opinions 
freely in all the 
matters related to 
him/her. These 
should be given due 
respect based on the 
age and maturity of 


the child. 
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Hence this curriculum aims at self-learning in 
tune with the needs of the society and to develop 
an attitude to share this knowledge according to 
the societal demands. If education should result 
in social change, more emphasis should be 
placed on how you learn rather than what you 
learn. Only then will the child be able to meet 
contemporary challenges. 


Teacher is a Social Scientist 


Education is a social process. The teacher who 
gives leadership to it is a social scientist. In a 
democratic society the teacher has to play the 
role of a democratic leader. Then the classroom 
process will become a social activity rooted in 
democracy. Situations of sharing the findings of 
co-operative learning and group learning will 
evolve out naturally here. 


Learning takes place through experiences. The 
immediate environment of the student should 
provide a ground for it. The physical 
environment and the personal life of the student 
form part of his learning experiences. A flexible 
curriculum for making use of the local 
possibilities and resources, and local text as part 
of the learning process should be evolved. The 
text book should contain learning material 
which is local-specific and which 
communicates well with the students. It should 
also satisfy the possibilities for self-learning 
and enquiry. The language, pictures and 
arrangements of the content should awaken the 
curiosity of children. The texts should have an 
open-ended approach to provide possibilities 
for follow up activities. 


From *Padavali" to “Kingini”. 


Perhaps the most amusing part of the history of 
education is related to textbooks. The textbooks 
prepared for a minority before independence 
and the textbooks used by the majority after 
independence don't reveal much difference in 
their structure. 


Æ Children have freedom of expression. They have 
right to investigate and know about any typ 
information. They also have the right to selec 
medium of their choice (oral, written, pri: 
artistic) to express all their ideas freely withou! 
hindrance. 


Z They have the right to organize themselve 
gather together peacefully. 


Z The child has the right for legal protection a; 
any autocratic intervention into his privacy, fa 
home, letters, communication and any atten 
violate his good name and decency. 


Z The physically challenged children have the ri: 
good education, training, health care ser 
rehabilitation and pre-vocational training. 


Z The children have the right for progressive educ 
on the basis of equality of opportunity. Elemc 
education is free and compulsory. 


Æ School discipline which doesn't violate hy 
dignity and rights ofthe child should be ensured 


Z Child has the right to learn at his own pa 
learning ina natural environment. 


Z They have the right to be rescued from econ 
exploitation, hazardous employment and brea 
education. 


Z Education should ensure full fledged developn 
ofphysical and mental abilities. 


Z Education should develop respect for human ris 
fundamental freedoms and the principles 
Declaration of Rights of the UN. 


Æ Education should enable the child to 
assimilating the principles of mutual understandi 
peace and equality of gender. 


Z Education should promote respect for | 
environment. 


Z Education should promote respect for parents, men 
of culture, language, moral values, the values of the 
nation and cultures different from one's own. 


A : Á p 
Z Education should consider the needs and likings of 
children. 


Z The child has the right for a family atmosphere filled 
with happiness, love and mutual understanding for a 
comprehensive and prosperous development of 
personality. 


There is no notable change in the structure oftextbooks. The primary aim of 'teaching a lesson' 
to the child remained unchanged. The comment by Prof. Yashpal "What astonishes me most is 
hestructure ofthe textbooks' was perhaps provoked by this historical fact. 


teacher, student and the parent come to know about the changes in the textbooks mostly in 
second term or later when the book reaches their hands. Our academic community has never 
1 prepared to give an opportunity to the teachers or students to make suggestions about the 
irable changes to be made while revising the existing text books. 


> condition of the MLL, and Non-MLL textbooks which were in existence when DPEP took 
r the responsibility of revising textbooks was not much different. They existed with inflexible 
sons prepared for an inflexible curriculum. 


HL VEY 
ı survey conducted by DPEP in 1996 as part of the 


iculum revision, the teachers responded clearly to 
questions about the existing text books. 


^ The contents of the existing text books are 
extensive. 


They are not suitable for self-learning and group 
learning. 


Æ They are not suitable for learning activities. 


Æ They could not be made useful for learners of 
different levels in the same class 


Those who participated in the survey hinted at the 
unhealthy relationship between the examination and the 
textbook, the contents which gave importance to rote 
learning and teaching, which ended with merely reading 
thetext. 
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Discussions and Seminars 


A seminar was conducted at the District, Block 
levels on the topic "Textbooks: For what and for 
whom?' The teachers, leaders of teachers 
organisations, executives, people's 
representatives etc. responded in the following 
manner: 


Æ The textbooks should be simple and reduce 
the burden of learning ofthe child. 


Æ They should have pictures and should enable 
long term use. 


Z The language of the textbooks should be 
simple and it should generate interest in 
children. 


Æ They should help the child in his activities. 


Z They should be prepared by considering the 
actual days ofacademic work. 


Æ They should be flexible for every locality. 


Z The children of various learning levels should 
be able to use them. 


Æ They should ensure the child's acquisition of 
concepts. 


The members of the DIET faculty who had a lot 
of experiences in the field of teacher training and 
BRC trainers who had sought novel strategies of 
learning, submitted perspectives about the 
textbooks that they had developed on their own, 
to the DPEP. A questionnaire was distributed in 
order to evaluate the opinion of teachers and 
trainers accurately. The new perspectives about 
the textbooks were discussed in detail at a 
workshop conducted in DIET, Palakkad. 


Workshops for the Development of Textbooks 


Forty teachers were selected from the workshops 
conducted in Thiruvananthapuram and Kannur 
for preparing textbooks. These workshops ended 
with the preparation of model lessons on the basis 
of the textbook vision developed by the DPEP. 


18 They could also build up a clear picture of the 


new text books. 


Suggestions of the Workshop 
Z The size of the text books should be redu: 


Z The contents of the text book should be n 
simpler. 


Z The number of text books should be redu 


Æ The chapters in the textbook shoul: 
arranged in a manner that helps lea: 
activities. 


Textbook writing 


Specific guidelines for the preparation 
textbooks and handbooks were prepared du 
the second workshop conducted from Oct: 
28to November 5, 1996. This was followed 
meeting of child psychologists, education 
primary teachers and artists in which 
existing text books were examined. 1 
revised, re-constructed the MLL objective 
accordance with the conditions in Kerala 
from the point of view of children. 


The preparation of the new textbooks o1 
basis of these guidelines started in the works 
conducted from November 18 to 28 Noven 
1996. The textbooks were prepared by ! 
groups ofteachers and educational experts oí 
members each. 


From Basic Mathematics to 'Kunnimani' 


The academic community evaluated that the 
main feature of the new textbook was that the 
textbook was transformed into material for sel!- 
learning. 


w titles were given to the textbooks when 
were prepared from the point of view of the 
id. Textbooks like ' Poothiri' for classes I and 
ind 'Kingini' (Malayalam textbook) 
vumani' (Mathamatics textbook) and 
»aminni' (Environmental Studies 
»ok) were framed. Textbooks for classes I 
| were prepared adopting an integrated 
ich in order to reduce the burden of 
ng and to present the learning materials 
rchensively. After the completion of the 
ition of textbooks, the draft was tried out 
»ols and necessary changes were made on 
isis ofthe try-outs. 


res ofthe curriculum 


'rriculum should be a compendium of all 
ning experiences which a learner should 
). The new curriculum envisaged the 
ition of experiences in a free and 
ratic manner. These experiences were 
on the foundation of progressive 
ological principles, principles of social 
ces and philosophies of education. 


v curriculum: 


Reduced the burden of learning 
istically. 


Considered the actual number of 


rking days. 


Adopted integrated approach for 
sses Land II. 


Adopted activity based learning 
nethods. 


Adopted spiral approach. 


Took into account local specific 
considerations. 


Integrated pictures, music etc. 

Became child centred. 

Considered multiple intelligence. 
Denied discrimination. 


Adopted continuous and 


comprehensive evaluation. 


Pd 


the learners. 


Considered different levels of 


The contents were reduced to 90 pages. But the 
possibilities of follow up activities directly 
connected to the school - home experiences ofthe 
child were included. 


Teacher's Handbooks 


The story ofteacher's handbooks is as amusing as 


the history of textbooks. The teacher's 
handbooks contained clear instruction as to how 
each lesson should be transacted and interpreted. 
The teachers handbooks existed as the final 
answer to the doubts on each lesson. With the 
advent of colourful guides, teacher's handbooks 
were reduced to mere curios. Teacher's 
handbooks of the initial period did not help to 
present the learning objects taking the strengths 
and weaknesses of the students into account. 
Hence teacher's handbooks were as much boring 
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Teacher's handbooks gained new dimensions 
when the MLL programme was implemented. 
It became an essential component in realizing 
the variety, difficulty level and deployment of 
skills of the learning objects. This handbook 
was designed with a lot of clarity and was 
properly linked with the classroom activities. 
Asaresult it was extensively made use of. 


DPEP adopted the method of designing the 
teacher's handbook along with the textbook. 
The teacher's handbook was presented using a 
series of simple questions. This gave guidance 
to the teacher to understand many things by 
himself and experiment them as well as 
discuss them with their colleagues to find out 
new strategies. The teacher's handbook 
adopted the method of introducing and 
describing the classroom process ofa learning 
issue faced by the children in the classroom. 


Features 


Z Open-ended approach which could be 
completed only with the help ofthe teacher. 


Z Recognition ofthe abilities of the teacher. 


Z Provision for the teachers to participate in 
activity along with the students. 


Z Enabling further investigations. 


Æ Helpful to experiment and evaluate the 
strengths and weaknesses for oneself. 


NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF 


It may be for the first time in Indian H 
that the need for curriculum and tex 
revision was scientifically identified 

suggestions of people from various wai 
life could be incorporated in the curric 
This was an example for public partici; 
in the revision of curriculum and this m 
was radically different from the practi: 
earlier years. It is of prime importance 

development of any curriculum/textbool 


Revisions of the curriculum 
textbooks had taken place even before 
However, it is to be doubted how far the 
of the beneficiary or the consume: 
reflected in them. But the revision proc: 
1996 was attended by the representati* 
the community of practicing teachers. 
were the practitioners of the curriculum 
The synergy of primary teachers, 
faculty, Headmasters, AEO, D 
representatives of DDE, representativ 
SCERT, psychologists, pediatric 
writers/artists and social and political le: 
proposed new perspectives. One merit o 
approach was that the usual practic 
developing the curriculum and textb: 
secretly was changed at least in Kerala. 


EDUC ATIONAI 


uw ow 
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The tenure of the DPEP project ended in 


199] and a new project namely Sarva Siksha 


Abhiyan was started. The new project aimed at 
the continuation and growth of the ideas and 
programmes put forward by the DPEP. Until 


SSLC XGA Del om RAN, 2010, SSA envisages programmes for the 
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comprehensive development of Elementary 
Education. SSA implements a variety of 


programmes in classes I to VIII with the 


prevention of dropouts and provision of quality 


i 
objectives of universal enrolment in schools, | 
i 
i 
education. | 

i 
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Ana MSNS 


VITNE YUMA) (NEEN WAIE] 


since 2007/2008, the Department of Education 


has been attempting to realize the goal of en toe E 
BEE "u224n9lesa ma. 


improved efficiency of General Education. 


Efforts for making the existing educational 
activities more effective and designing and 


implanting new projects are underway. 
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Contemporary issues in the Educational sector 


When compared to other states of India, we have attained significant 
progress in areas like dispersal of education, school system and intervention of 
parents and society. Along with these achievements, we have to identify the 
obstacles which hinder progress in the field of education. There are various issues in 
the educational sector today, like: 

Lack of sufficient working days in schools. 


Inthe appointment ofteachers, ability and aptitude are not considered. 


Æ Lackofuniformity in convergences at various levels. 


Backwardness in the learning of subjects like Mathematics and English. 


Z^ "Thecurriculum does not meet the contemporary demands. 


The infrastructural and technical facilities available are not properly 


made use of. 


Infrastructural facilities and school/ classroom experiences which 


recognize the rights of students are not set up properly. 


Lack of adequate consideration for civic values and social issues in the 


curriculum. 


The interventions of Local self governments at school level are not 


institutionalized. 

Empowerment programmes for the heads of institutions are Insufficient. 
Exceptionally good activities are not documented. 

Continuous and comprehensive evaluation is not put in practice universally. 
The pattern of Entrance Examinations is not suitable to the curriculum. 
Excess number of examinations. 


Bulky textbooks. 


A minority of people who haven't assimilated the right vision about 


education and the market interests in the field of education which developed 

from it. 

Even though the educational sector might appear secure in a preliminary 
observation, deeper investigations reveal numerous specific issues. 

As an initiative to investigate these issues deeply and to redress them, the 
Department of Education has evinced the concept of 'Year of Effective 


Educational Governance’. 


governance 
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1300349" M30" OaS Year of Effective Educational 
Governance Key concepts 


Z 1000 hours of academic work. 


Æ My Tree' Project 


Æ 'Noottukku Nooru' Programme 


Z Little Scientist 


Z Child Census 
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Z Convergence of various departments 


Æ Documentation of exceptionally goo 
activities 


Z* Educational committees at t 
Panchayat levels 

2 Empowerment programmes ie 
heads of institutions 


Æ Try-outs of Continuous Evalua 


Æ Teacher's conventions (clust« c 
School Complex 


Æ State Educational Calender n 
Pre-Primary to Higher Sec y 
levels). 
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Chapter 2 


PROGRESSION TO EXCELLENCE 
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Excellence is the realization of the objectives envisaged. This 
can be achieved by the combined effort of the learner, teacher, system 
and the institution. 


The perspectives pertaining to each area, the attempts to realize them, 


areas ofexcellence, limitations etc. in detail it can be classified into. 


"d 


Teacher empowerment 

Social intervention 

Special programmes for quality improvement 
Research activities 

Convergence of various agencies 
Development of infrastructural facilities 


Formation of curriculum 


The design of this chapter also incorporates the vision behind each area, 
the activities to realize them, the achievements and the limitations etc. in 


detail. 
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Empowerment 


The role of the teacher in transacting an activity oriented, learner 
d and social constructivist curriculum effectively is multifaceted. The 


um envisages the empowerment ofteacher as a: 
Democratic leader 


Facilitator 


o-learner 
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Problem solver 


tesearcher 


The empowerment ofteacher is in two ways: 


E The voluntary efforts ofthe teacher. 


N 


Empowerment through external experiences. 
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i 
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The voluntary efforts of the teacher involve reading, research, 
collection of information from local resources, preparing teacher's 
manual and conducting try-outs etc. Certain activities designed for 
teacher empowerment during the year 2007-08 were: 


Training for school librarians 
Action research training and action research 
Pd Resource mapping at school, panchayat and sub-district level 


Transforming of BRC libraries into reference centers for 


teachers 


a Providing clarity in the preparation of teacher's manual 


through teacher training 


Encouraging try-outs for identifying the hard spots and 


developing remedies for such areas 
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e day training to teacher- 
ans of Malappuram, 
iyam and Wayanad 
ts was held using the 
ook titled 'Into the World 
iding with Love' prepared 
ET, Malappuram for the 
irtment of General 
tion, with the financial 
of UNICEF. Similar 
mmes were held in other 
ts too. 
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Steps have been taken for 
transforming BRC libraries 
into reference centres. SSA 
has allotted funds to all 
BRCs to purchase reference 
books and CDs for this 
purpose. 
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The teachers are provided with 
more opportunities to undergo 
action research training and to 
participate in action research this 
year. This equips the teacher to 
identify the causes of the problems 
they face in their field and develop 
and implement action research for 
redressing them. 


DIET 


District Institue of Education an 
ke 
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DIETs and SSA have taken a 
positive attitude for the promotion 
ofaction research. 


I participated in the teacher training programme at Govt. UP School, 

Ramavarmapuram. During the first phase of the training, I was not 
able to transact the fourth chapter 'India- Soil and Rain' of Social 
Science textbook standard VI. In his chapter, there were activities to 
analyse the thematic map of agricultural crops and transportation. 

When the learners were grouped to prepare the thematic map of 
agricultural crops in India and to find out the agricultural crops in 

various states, they were quite indifferent. From this I realized that the 
learners were poor in map reading. 


Sruthi.K.V. 


Thrissur 


TESTE nC a SO MP NEMUS E 


From this issue, we can realize the 
importance of the activity for developing 
resource maps in the training given to the 
heads of the schools in 2007-08. All the 
heads of the schools of the state were 
given training in developing resource 
maps of their locality. 
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I stics of teacher writing the teacher's manual given 
b ased ona field survey conducted by DIET, Kozhikode 
i trict. The district could make this achievement by 
i ideas through vacation and cluster trainings to 
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t imilar studies are conducted in other districts also. 


Tea Vianual Observations (in percentage) 
= Complete Partial — Nil Complete Partial — Nil 
ES i> Le LP UP vr | or 
3 a tea ] 2 
Do) > a teacher's manual? 87.5 |0 125 | 66.7 | 16.7 | 16.6 
Hay epared the planning page of 
the | n the process oriented manner? 12.5 25 62.5 | 8.3 25 66.7 
Arc »ned activities suitable 6 
for g curricular objectives? 37.5 dee 29 |. 9353 19 50 
Hav lone the planning for all days? 25 50 DRUMS 167 41.6 417 
ES | 
Are veloping the response page daily 20 HT 28 | Run AO BUT 
Are eloping the planning page based | 12.5 25 625 | 83 16.7 75 
ont onse page of the previous day? | 
: - ule =e | el 


A special emphasis was given to try-outs during the 
academic year 2007-08. The insights and feedback received 


J, H H 
E from the try-outs were made use of extensively in cluster 
WY y meetings, teacher training and construction of learning 
200) D materials. 
aejeaaonaadiages. The novel activities undertaken in various districts are 


consolidated at the state level under the title. 'Excellence 
2007-08". If we examine the activities in them, we can get a 
rich picture ofthe try-outs carried out during last year. 
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Important Teacher Empowerment programmes supported 
by the System of Education 
P School resource group 
Cluster level training 
Vacation training 
d On-site support 
Grants 
Materials (Handbook) 
Indigenous training programmes 


Teacher's camps, School complexes. 
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School Resource Group 


School Resource Group is the collecti 
teachers at L.P, U.P and High School le 
SRG meetings are scheduled to be held 
in a week at L.P level and once in a mon 


convene subject councils at U.P and 
levels every week. 


Important activities undertaken during the academic year 2007-08 to make 
SRG more effective 

? Separate session for Headmaster Training 
Training for SRG convenors 
Workshop for annual planning at SRG level 


School level discussions on KCF under the leadership of SRG 
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U.P and H.S level. It is also schedulec 
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Cluste: 
class v 
district 
wise 
We h 
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ning is the monthly assembling of teachers. The cluster training at L.P level is envisioned 

every Panchayat. For UP classes it is scheduled on the basis of various subjects in sub- 

At High School level and Higher Secondary levels cluster training is proposed subject 
jucational District level. 


vys faced the problem of passive and inactive clusters. A conscious effort to redress this 
dertaken this year. 

making the cluster meetings effective were implemented from State level to the 
cl. Some of those important measures are listed below: 


SSA prepared guidelines for L.P, U.P level cluster 
meetings. The cluster meetings were convened on 
their basis. 


Æ The cluster meetings were scheduled only on 
holidays. 
^ The guidelines for cluster meetings at High School 
level were prepared by the Director of Public 
Instruction. Modules for cluster trainings were 
prepared at the State level and were distributed to 
various districts. 


^ Cluster meetings were universalized from primary 
levelto HSS level. 


Z Cluster training sessions were transformed into 
practical training sessions for tackling various issues 
encountered in the class. For this, necessary reading 
materials, worksheets, CDs and try-outs were 
prepared by DIETS in all districts. 

4 Clusters became a platform for the dissemination of 

excellence. 
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i 2007-08 Year of effective governance 


The Core SRG and DRG training essential for cluster training were 
carried out under the academic and financial responsibility of DIETs. 
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Top priority was accorded this year to the visits of AEO, DEO and the members 
of the faculty to various clusters in order to ensure its proper functioning through | 
academic support and monitoring. They presented their evaluation reports at the District i 
Education Committee. The monitoring of Panchayat members helped to ensure social AD 


intervention in cluster trainings. 
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Vacation Training to Teachers 


The most important teacher empowerment 
programme is the vacation training to teachers. It 
equips them with more confidence in the transaction 
ofthe curriculum. 

The features of vacation training for teachers from 
Primary level to HSS level, during 2007-08, can be 
consolidated as follows: 


" — 


Priority for practical experie: 


Emphasis on areas which ‘eed 
clarity 

Special training in arts, sports and 
work experience 


Worksheets were introduced as 
learning materials 
Try-outs 


Better insights in the approach to the 
subject 


Adaptation of learning materials for 
the children with special needs. 
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It is a significant achievement that the system has 
attempted to ensure imparting training to all teachers 
from standard I to XII. A second round of training was 
conducted for those who could not participate in the 
first round. This helped to ensure participation. The 
teacher training of last year is notable for the 
collective and collaborative efforts of officers at 
various levels of our educational system. The 
academic and financial responsibility for empowering 
the District and Block Resource Groups was given 
fully to DIETs. It was a good initiative. The State 
Resource Group for this purpose was empowered at 
the State level by the SCERT and the SSA. 
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The Collective Effort Behind the Training 


Participatory training alone can ensure the identification of training 
needs, design of training strategies and preparation of materials as well as 
effective transaction of the ideas without transmission loss at various levels of 
training. The planning of activities and monitoring from the State level to the 
cluster level are executed by various teams like State Resource Group, District 
Resource Group and Block Resource Group. 


Last year every programme was implemented under the responsibility of 
an SRG. 
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State Resource Group - District wise numbers 


District LP UP HS 
Thiruvananthapuram 90 | +150.) SS 
Kollam 462 170 175 
Pathanamthitta 110 93 144 
Alappuzha | 196 180 214 


Idukki 

Ernakulam 16 19 22 57 
Thrissur 270 270 240 780 
Palakkad 412 273 685 
Malappuram 

Kozhikode 485 150 104 739 
Wayanad 110 54 54 218 
Kannur 218 468 122 808 
Kasargode 102 44 88 234 


The State Resource Group is a team which has representatives from institutions 
like SCERT, SIEMAT, SSA, DIET and which includes AEO, DEO, DDE, DIET 
Principal and Higher Secondary Teachers. This year DRG was constituted and 
made functional at district level and BRG at block level. 
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On-site support 


On-site support is an academic help given to teachers collaboratively in 
executing their classroom process. In the SSA project, On-site support is 
implemented from standard | to 7 with the help oftrainers. 


Conscious efforts were made last year to select and appoint efficient trainers 
from proficient teachers through a scientific selection process. 39 
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A new On-site support mechanism namely OSST was 
implemented at High School level during 2007-08. The 
OSST team for various subjects was constituted at the 
Educational District level by including renowned and 
efficient teachers among them. They visited the school 
as a group and rendered excellent academic help 
through specially designed processes. 


The mode of functioning of OSST 


Z Schools for giving On-site support were selected at 
the Educational District level. 


Æ The day of the visit was communicated to the 
schools in advance. 


Æ A discussion with the teacher who is provided with 
On-site support is held to collect information about 
the chapters/ units that he is handling in the class. 


Æ The OSST member makes a try-out class of those 
chapters/ units in his own school according to the 
modern method. 

Z Hereaches the school before the school begins. 


Z He discusses the objectives and the processes with 
the Headmaster and the School Resource Group 
Convenor. 

Æ He makes collaborative planning with the teacher 
concerned as per the prefixed schedule. 


Æ The process thus planned in a participatory fashion 
is executed jointly by both the teachers in the class. 


Æ Theexperiences are consolidated. 


Z The experiences are shared in the School Resource 
Group. 


Owing to their ignorance about the functioning of OSS, 
the teacher community looked at OSS doubtfully at 
first. But there are numerous instances where the 
members of the OSST were lauded with applause, 
especially, for their polite behaviour and effective 
academic support 


2007-08 Year of effective governance 


Special ventures were undertaken 
in various schools to improve the quality of 
education, mainly due to the interventions 
of trainers at primary level and OSST at 
High School level. This is an excellent field 


experience. 


Grants 


Grants refer to the financial support given to prepare learning 
materials, learning atmosphere etc. to make the learning activities 
effective. The SSA project allots a TLM grant of Rs. 500/- for each 
teacher (from standard 1 to 7). SSA gives an annual grant of Rs. 
2000 to each school in order to improve the learning atmosphere 
of the school. It also allots an annual grant of Rs. 5000/- to each 
Government school for the renovation works. There were earnest 
efforts across the state this yearto utilize the amount effectively. 


08) 


Y 


SSA-KERALA Intervention wise - District wise - Progress Report (as on 31. 0 


Activity 


[9] 

Maintenance Grants | E 

B 

(0) 

School Grants E 

B 

[9] 

Teacher Grants E 

I B 

[9] 
| Major Repairs E 9.98 2:15 — 
| B 402, 14.00 0.00. 14.00 1.81 5.60. $ an 
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Broken benches and desks were a headache to our school. Our school which already 
ace constraints had to set apart a room for dumping this broken furniture. When we 
implement the concept of class library that we received from the teacher training, we 
a new idea! 


ight of constructing an almirah for each class using the discarded furniture. This idea 
cussed in the staff council and in the PTA meeting. Some parents who were carpenters 

o undertake the work free of cost. The total expenditure for setting up almirahs in all 
srooms of my school is Rs. 400 only. It was decided to meet that expense from the SSA 


of the money was utilized to buy low-priced books from NBT... 


Headmistress, AUPS Kallai. 


(Rs. in Lakhs ) (O - Outlay, E - Expenditure, B - Balance ) 
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| 15| 1865| 35.10} 2030| 11.15 15.65 | 2020 285.45 

| 30 17.90| 29.26] 20.30} 10.85 15.25 | 19.13 279.09 

| 140 185 0.75 | al 5 0.30 040, 107 0.00 6.36 
248. | 3.70 21.94) 32.14 30.20 7.62 | 31.08 13.70 288.70 
| 22.8 20.56 | 30.78 | 29.54 740 [ 3096 | 13.50 E 283.43 

2.48 | 0.90 1.38 1.36 0.66 0.22 0.12 0.20 0.00 5.27 
9.77 57.38 53.34 | 101.77 68.52, 18.77 | 58.13} 30.95 655.09 
54.23 53.34 | 100.53 68.27| 16.78 | 56.10) 29.87 626.71 

9.77 | 355 0.00 1.24 0.25 1.99 2.03 1.08 0.00 28.38 
2.80 12.60 16.10.| 35.70 7.50 0.00 7.00 | 28.00 164.30 
13.43 29.26 a 5.33 13.80 76.99 

2.80 -0.83 16.10 6.44 7.50 0.00 1.67 1420. 0.00 87.31 
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Materials 


Apart from the centrally prepared 
handbooks at State level for teacher empowerment, 
the state cell of SSA prepared special materials for 
teachers in subjects like English and Hindi as part of 
their special programmes. But need-based and 
varied materials originated at the District level. 
These materials for teachers were prepared mainly 
by agencies like SSA, DIET and District 
Panchayats. 
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Aleve 


As a continuation of cluster, numerous materials were prepared at | 
Grama Panchayat level and by BRCs. Since it is impossible to include all of i 
them here, only a few samples are given. se 


ye governance 


Locally Specific Training 
Programmes 


The cluster training which is conducted only once in a 
month naturally, has certain limitations. One important 
limitation is that it cannot satisfy teachers of all subjects 
alike. This limitation can be overcome only if teacher 
training is imparted taking the needs of the locality into 
account. 


We have achieved amazing progress in this direction 
during the academic year 2007-08. Only a few of them 
are given here: 
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Teachers’ Convention and 
School Complexes 


The Teachers Convention was held across the state 
of Kerala on June 1, 2007. Its aim was to ensure the 
congregation of all teachers from pre-primary to 
Higher Secondary level, taking the Panchayat as a 
unit, This convention was organized under the 
leadership of three-tier Panchayats. This 
i programme also aims at strengthening the links 
between the three-tier Panchayat and educational 
institutions in various educational activities. 
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One of the main items on the agenda of 
Teachers’ Convention is the constitution 
of school complexes and subject 
councils. In all Panchayats, the primary 
teachers constituted the councils at class 
leveland constituted them on the basis of 
their subjects. These teacher councils 
aimed at identifying and redressing the 
issues related to each subject. This 
programme aroused a lot of expectations 
in the society because of its novelty and 
participation. 
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Training under the auspices of LSG 


The year 2007 witnessed bold initiatives to 
implement the academic powers opened up by the 72nd 
and 73rd Constitutional amendments. 


Those schools which welcomed the school visits of 
peoples’ representatives with open heart could enjoy the 
new possibilities of academic support of the society. 


Teacher Empowerment: Certain 
Models of Social Intervention 


During the year 2007-08, District, Block and 
Grama panchayat invested a lot of money and human 
resources with the aim of effective academic progress. 
Earlier the interventions of local self governments were 
i limited to infrastructural development only. A shift of focus 
to the changes in the classroom processes came with the 
realization that such changes will result in effective 
learning. This is a significant milestone in the process of 
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progress. 


NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATIONAL 


mi AMSA Es WP OW QE M Ww PIT WT 


Some ofthe activities in this area are: REAP 
(a programme for effective learning of 
English implemented by District Panchayat, | AN 
Palakkad), District Resource centres (for pene 
empowerment of High School teachers by | DISTRICT PANCHAYATH 
District Panchayat, Kozhikode) and SEMPUS 
Guidance and Gouasilling Centres (District 2006 
Panchayat, Thrissur). 
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FACILITATORS' COMPANION 


for 


F | RAPID ENGLISH ACQUISITION PROGRAMME 
(REAP) 


Conceived by: 
Dr. K. N. ANANDAN 


Abundant possibilities for activities were put forth 
by the local self governments during the academic year 
2007-08. They are: 


District Education Councils 


Monitoring committee at District, Block and 
Panchayat levels 


VEC, Panchayat Education Council 


School Complexes 


SAN SS 


School development council 


Those who made use of these possibilities could rush 


forward efficiently. 


Contemporary academic issues can be 
tackled only through social interventions 
which aim at sustainable academic 
progress. The local self governments have 
to be empowered to take up these 
challenges. Besides these, the review 
meetings, monitoring and planning at 
district, block and municipal levels should 
be brought back strongly. 
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Renovating Teacher Education 


Sustainable development of teacher skills can 
be achieved only by improving the effectiveness of 
pre-service training. The curriculum revision which 
began in the year 1996 has necessitated changes in all 
the spheres of education. Though the pre-primary 
teacher training and TTC remained cloistered 
resisting all kinds of changes, the pressures of 
curriculum revision paved the way for the reformation 
of their curriculum. Not only the curriculum of TTC, 
but the B.Ed curriculum has also been revised to a 
certain extent. The major activity undertaken during 
the year 2007-08 in this field is the training for the 
teachers and Headmasters of TTIs at the beginning of 
the academic year itself and during various terms. 


2007-08 Year of effective governance 


us 
8 
ei 
Si 
=i 
FE 
$i 
zi 
S 
s: 
9 
2 
$ 
b] 
gi 
9i 
sd 
e 
at 
gi 
2i 
$i 
mi 
Hs d 
2 
Si 
ei 


The Nature of the Teacher Trainees is 
Acknowledged 


The revised curriculum for teacher 
training aims at the acquisition and expansion of 
teaching skills through practical experience. 


It has to be examined how far the 
possibilities of this curriculum have been 
implemented. There are visible changes in 
institutions which have made use of these 
possibilities even partially. 


EARNING AND 
ACQUISITION 
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The teacher training and terminal 
reviews conducted at the District level under 
the leadership of DIET have helped a lot in 
giving a new sense of direction to the field of 
teacher education. 


The field experience of the curriculum 
transaction of pre-service training for the past 
two years has taught that the following 
limitations have to be considered during the 
TTC curriculum revision in future. 


Z^ Lack of sufficient time for curriculum 
transaction. because the admission 
process is not completed during the 
month of June 2007 itself. 

Æ A plethora of school experience 
programme during the second year. 

ZA The recording which is done 
mechanically. 

Z^ Loss of time for learning as the 
examinations conducted are not time 
bound. 


Æ The unscientific growth in the number 
oftraining institutions. 


National Curriculum Framework and 
Kerala 


Based on the National Curriculum 
Framework, KCF aims at practice-oriented 
learning and constructivism in the field of 
teacher training. The existing curriculum has 
to be analyzed and reformed on the basis of 
these aims. 
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Empowerment for Administrative 
Excellence 


Efficient management is essential for ensuring 
the quality of education. Strong interventions were made 
for empowering the Heads of institutions and non 
teaching staff of the schools during the academic year 
2007-08. This is to ensure the effective functioning of 
schools. 


Training for the empowerment of Officials 


The officials working in various capacities in the 
Department of Education were given training under the 
leadership of SIEMAT, SSA, IMG and DIET. The 
training was to equip them with expertise to plan and 
utilize all resources including human resources and to 
give leadership to educational activities. The 
beneficiaries of this training include Headmasters, 
Educational Officers, Principals of VHSS/HSS, 
Principals of DIET, BPOs and BRC trainers. 


Management Training: Agencies and beneficiaries 


Category Period Agency which gave training 
DDE 4 days SIEMAT 
DEO 5 days SIEMAT 
AEO 3 days SIEMAT 
Principals of VHSS & HSS 3 days SIEMAT 
Principals of DIET 4 days SIEMAT 
DPO 4 days SIEMAT 
DPO 5 days SSA 
BPO 5 days SSA 
BRC Trainers 5 days SSA 
Clerks 5 days IMG 
Supporting staff of VHSE 3 days SIEMAT 
High School Headmasters 3 days DIET 
Primary Headmasters 3 days DIET 


ng to Headmasters 


A strong leadership is essential for making the school activities 
t enough to ensure the all round development of children. 
isters were given training at the beginning of the academic year, 
fore the Teacher Training. The prime motto of the training was to 
the Headmasters in acquiring the quality of leadership for 

with foresight and the implementation of educational 


S. 

ves 

y realize the significance of the Year of Effective Educational 
overnance 


o recognise the mutual responsibilities and duties of Local Self 


;overnments and Educational Institutions 


To create an awareness on the utilization of local resources for the 
omprehensive development of schools 


To prepare an annual calendar of activities 


To realize the various support systems 
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Inspired the educational activities to be more efficient and 
novel. 


Acquired confidence to involve in the school activities as a 


solution provider. 


Realized how the local resources can be made use of 


effectively in school activities. 
Developed strategies for utilizing the immense possibilities 
of decentralized administrative system. 


Recognized how the supporting system can be utilised for 
strengthening the system of education . 


Convinced as to how efficient time management can be 
worked out. 


THE HINDU 
15th May 2007. 


Teachers to be trained in school manageme: 


Part of campaign towards academic excellence in new aca’. mic year 


Special Correspondent 


THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: 
State Government 


launched an ambitious +- 
ing programme in 0i 
school managemént for 4 
teachers in State-run and aid 


ed schools. 


Educational Research 


The programme, chalkec 
out jointly by the directorates ^ 
of public instruction, higher , 
secondary education and vo- 
cational higher secondary 
education, State Council of 


m ox cm E 


Tl. 
n 


and 


Training CEMAT, Sarva 


Institutes of Education 


Training (DIETs), began on 
Monday as part of the Gov- 
ernment's campaign to make 
the academic year 2007-08 a 
year of efficiency and excel- 
lence, Education Minister 
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Shiksha Abhiyan and District 


and 


will inder the su 
sft local bodies. 


eo 


| Baby said school 


soper on June 1 for 
and classes WO! 
June 4. Training fot 


1e academic year. " 
*' summits woul 
the panchayat 4! 


Training © 
SIEMAT ` 


for all thc 
of the cur 
district lc: 
concept: 
discussio 
activities 
The expe 
the mor 
workshe 
direction 
school/c: 
resource 
SRG/SS: 
AEO of! 


The He: 
adminis 
program 
transfor) 
leader \ 
leaders: 


Os 


onducted a three day workshop 
in the state to make them aware 
atus of academic confluence at 
id plan how to improve it. The 
iow to organize academic 
develop effective educational 
parted through this training. 


| training to AEOs to transform 
:cetings of HMs into one day 
s the first enterprise in this 
contents of the training include 
;onitoring, social intervention, 
sing, making effective use of 
developing an effective vision of 


institutions normally dealt with 
issues only. The empowerment 
nducted by SIEMAT helped in 
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Training to clerks 


Under the leadership of IMG, 
DIET conducted a 5 day training 
programme for all clerks working 
in educational institutions in the 
state. This helped to impart ideas 
related to the rules regarding 
education and service. The clerks were made 
to realize that any delay in putting up the files 
before them would affect the students 
adversely and that the clerk and office are 
functioning ultimately for the sake of students. 


A lot of experiences of having implemented 
many ideas of these training programmes are 
visible today.l 


Support to the Empowerment of Schools 


'"Pinthuna', the project launched by BRC, Pattambi 
for continuous monitoring and on-site support was a 
novel model of School Empowerment. 


Training to BPOs and Trainers 


A five day training was given to all Block 
Programme Officers and trainers with a view to make 
school monitoring and OSS programme effective and to 
equip them to intervene diplomatically and creatively in the 
educational activities. Great emphasis was given to 
improving the activities of BRCs, making OSS effective 
etc. Reports received from the districts say that the training 
imparted this year was more effective than the training of | 
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the previous years. 


The Response of a BPO from Thrissur j 


We could get a new sense of direction about 
school monitoring. We also realised how to be a leader 
in the activities ofthe BRC and how to make use of the 
skills and aptitudes of each trainer at the BRC | 
effectively. 


9i 
2i 
£z 
sj 
E 
E 
bl 
> 
e 
v 
2 
Zz 
E] 
€ 
E 
- 
e 
x 
E] 
> 
* 
$i 
3d 
ci 
e 
E 
"i 


One day Conference of Headmasters 


The monthly conference of the 
Headmasters is a milestone in the 
process of planning. These conferences 
helped in evaluating the sequence, 
quality and success rate of the activities 
undertaken hitherto. They also helped to 
redress the limitations and design 
excellent follow up activities thereby 
raising the quality of education. It 
provided opportunities to review and 
share the achievements in their 
institutions. 


Nandhini Teacher, Headmistress, AUPS, Thrippayar: 


These one day conferences enlightened us to what all things we should 
look into while observing classes. We understood much about grading and 
CE. Headmaster's conference became avenues of friendship. 


Smt Meera Bai, AEO, Kodungalloor responded in this a way: 


A day long Head master's Conference conducted with a pre-determined 
agenda in fact became a well planned training programme for the 
development of skills of Headmasters. Now I give priority to discuss the 
findings of monitoring, supervision and observation of classes by the 
Headmasters. 
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Empowerment of Institutions 


The main focus of attention in empowering 
institutions should be on the planning and utilization of the 
Human Resources. There should be a friendly environment 
in the institution. This is essential in the case of human 
resources and other environments. Only such empowerment 
which makes the resources effective is sustainable. The year 


2007-08 witnessed the preparedness and activation of 


institutions at state and district levels to work in this 


direction. 
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SCERT 


SCERT is an institution that has overcome its 
limitations by the variety and magnitude of the 
activities it has undertaken. The challenging gg sso 


activities undertaken by this institution last year y 


were: Y 
: .-- 
? Preparation ofa regional version of NCF 
^ National Seminar on NCF 
^ The process of developing KCF 4 
p S ping € w 
Z Development of Textbooks -— 
p 


Development ofaccompanying materials 


Æ The academic responsibility of vacation 


training 
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SIEMAT KERALA 


The experience of SIEMAT as an institution is that it 
has stamped its seal in the educational sector of 
Kerala through its Management training 
programmes. It bade farewell to theoretical and 
conceptual management training programmes and 
undertook a variety of participatory and experience 
based training programmes. 


This institution which has only limited resources 
has made a remarkable progress by collecting 
resources from various sectors and by ensuring the 
coordinated work of various institutions. 

Some ofthe activities are: 


d 'Pulari'- Educational Project 


a 'Sreyas' -School Development Project 
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Panchayat Raj Handbook 

Training for all Headmasters 

Training for allAEOs 

Training for all DEOs 

Training forall HSS/VHSS Principals 

Training for all DDEs, DPOs and DIET Principals 
Effective one day conference for Headmsaters 
Training for all operational staff of VHSS 


Preparation of guidelines for meetings in the Education Department 
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Sarva Siksha Ahiyan 


The state cell of SSA became a beacon of 
excellence during the academic year 2007-08. It 
undertook a variety of activities like 'Noorukku 
nooru', child census, Excellence-2007-08, Cluster 
trainings, research, preparation of empowerment 
materials, teacher training, BRC empowerment 
etc. 
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The District Project Offecer of SSA could establish the credibility 
of SSA as an institution of excellence during the year. It gave 
leadership to civil work, programmes for the children with special 


needs, research and evaluation. 


Quality Improvement Programme (QIP) 
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An example of excellence o 
programme is the developme: 


implementation of a new culture tho 
on-site support for teachers. 


The research activities carried out i: 
adopted schools helped in impro 
quality of students. The General E 
Department could exemplify th 
‘Quality Education is pupil's right. 
this year, it could explore the poss: 
academic intervention beyond its c 
status as the apex administrative c 
the field ofeducation.Qu 
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auction & 
f À | The Higher Education Council was constituted in 
E the state this year. It is welcome that this council 

has put forward proposals for the concomitant 

changes in Higher Educational sector as a 


continuation of the changes in the primary and 
secondary levels. Once these proposals are 
implemented, there will be a new awakening to the 
changes in the educational sector ofthe state. 


Institutions like SIET and IT@School showed their 
functional excellence this year by constantly 
providing the technical expertise and information 
technology for meeting the needs of the educational 


sector. 
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IT@School 


Necessary steps have been taken to provide 
broadband internet connection to all high schools 
in the state. A new sense of direction has been 
achieved in the sphere of IT and IT based 
education. Teachers were given training through a 
special module for the effective use of the internet. 


The centrally sponsored scheme, ICT in School 
allotted 50.8 crores to the state. With this amount, 
as many as 1016 High Schools were provided with 
nearly 3000 computers, DLP Projectors and their 
accessories. Hardware clinics were set up for the 
maintenance of the computers in schools. IT Fest 
was conducted at Technopark with the sole aim of 
enhancing the competence of students in IT. 


The programmes on Victers channel were made 
available at homes through TV cable network. The 
transmission hours of Victers channel was 
rescheduled from 6.a.m. to 11 p.m. Arrangements 
were made for the production, collection and 
transmission of educational programmes 
necessary for the Victers channel. The utilization 
of Satellite Interactive programme was enhanced 
through Edusat. SSLC IT Practical Examinations 
were conducted for the first time in the history of 
the state using free software. The operating system 
of IT@School project and Examination Software 
were developed using free software. 
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An award of Rs. 2 lakh was given to schools 
where outstanding computer labs were set 
up. These awards were given at District 
leveltoo. 


E-governance activities have become a 
milestone in the field of management. The 
transfer and postings of High School 
Headmasters and Assistant Educational 
Officers were made transparent and 
flawless through on-line. The indenting of 
noon feeding programme was made 
efficient with the help of software. The 
service details of the staff working in 
educational department were computerized 
using 'Spark. An online service was 
introduced to provide textbooks to schools 
in time and to collect details and the number 
of textbooks needed in each school. 
Decision for extending IT learning in Upper 
Primary classes was taken. 


limi Ki 
IT festival for schools to 
beheld at Technopark $2 


Digital cameras for all dis over academic activities +. 
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SIET 


SIET aims at ensuring educational diffusion and quality by means 


of technology through the implementation of e-learning project. 


a 


S 


CDs are being provided to 14000 schools at the lowest rate 
by forminga CD library project. 


50 basic e-learning materials have been developed with a 
view to enriching various sectors of education and for the 
comprehensive development of students. These materials 
have been distributed to 3000 L.P./U.P schools in the state. 
Audio CDs and gift packets based on Panchathantra stories 
were released. 


Top Winner CD library kit which was prepared based on Xth 
standard lessons were distributed to 1500 High Schools in 
the state. 


A CD library kit as a learning aid consisting of 150 CDs 
based on plus two science lessons were prepared and 
distributed to 500 Higher Secondary Schools in the state. 


Medical- Engineering Entrance Top Winner CDs were 
released to help the students who appear for the Entrance 
Examinations. 


Top Winner Audio CDs were prepared based on all the Xth 
standard subjects for the partially blind students. English- 
English, English-English-Malayalam Audio Dictionaries 
were prepared and issued free of cost. 


Facilities were arranged by SIET for the public to purchase 
CDs from the CD Mart. 
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e educational programmes of SIET are telecast 

Thiruvananthapuram Doordarshan from 

inday to Friday between 6.30 a.m and 7.00 a.m. 

| Victers channel on all days between 6.00 a.m 

4 12 noon. Moreover chances for interacting 

th educational experts are also provided through 
deo conferencing. 


/ith the co-operation of the Members of the 
egislative Assembly, the 140 assembly 
onstituencies will be transformed as e-learning 
ones by 2010, December 31. SIET aims at 
plifting Kerala to the status of the first total e- 


learning state in India. 
Every year SIET conducts workshop on film pine 
production to give training to students of Kerala on BIOLOGY 


(ENGLISH & MALAYALAM VCD) 
LYMPHATIC SYSTEM 


the scientific and artistic ways of film production. 
SIET also conducts children's film festival every 
year. 


SIET has bagged a number of awards in the 
National Film Festival. M.M.Pant Commission 
appointed by the Central Government has selected 
SIET Kerala as the Model SIET in India. The SIET 
Rolling Trophy 2007, the MHRD Special Award 
for the year 2007-08, four National Awards during 
2008 etc. bear testimony to the efficiency of SIET. 
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District Institute of Education and Training (DIET) 
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We have witnessed various activities of high quality implemented by each org: ion 
at the state level. The institution which played a leading role in transacting these activi! the 
district level is the DIET. DIETs also provided human resources for activities at the st: el. 


The main activities of DIETs include: 

Z^ Planning and implementation of various studies which form the foi 
curriculum revision 

Development of policy document required for curriculum framework 


Empowerment of Resource groups at the district level (like Core DRG, DRG: 


VSS 


Development of materials 


Pre-primary education is an essential part of General Education. 
When we realize this we fail to find any creative intervention in this 
field other than 'Mazhavillu' by the Department of Social Welfare. 
This is a lacuna. The main emphasis of the pre-primary sector in the 
coming years should be the development of infrastructural and 
monpoycaam aia] academic facilities. 
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he self empowerment activities 
teachers, the concept of teacher's 
; become the most widespread. 
for empowerment are still in the 
l'here should be a continuation and 
ag for school librarians. Action 
learning strategy is yet to be put into 


ip should become an ingredient of 

f classroom activities. Teachers 

r to take up try-outs as a practical 
hem. Among the empowerment 
fered by the educational system, 

, vacation trainings and grants have 

he need of the teachers. The School 
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id Higher Secondary levels are not 
perly. There are no conscious efforts 
ite these council meetings. Though a 
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omplexes arouse a lot of expectations. 
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d. Individual attempts haven't been 


d. 


dL 


muda whano MADI - a&ogo 


2007-08 Year of effective governance 


2007-08 Year of effective governance 


When compared with the previous years, cluster meetings 
have improved both quantitatively and qualitatively. Yet, 
the organization, ownership and financial responsibility 
of conducting them at High School and Higher Secondary 
levels haven't been decided. Effective review meetings in 
this area haven't taken place. Also, the lack of state level 
monitoring has hindered the betterment of clusters. 
Though the documents bear testimony to the fact that 
grants are spent correctly, it is not evaluated whether the 
benefit reaches the students who are the actual 
beneficiaries of it. 


In order to converge the activities of various agencies, at 
state level, planning and evaluation meetings were held on 
a monthly basis. But if various external agencies decide 
on new activities and implement them in the districts, the 
district level planning gets toppled. This affects the on- 
site support system at the primary level quite adversely. 
Even though OSST activities at the High School level 
were very effective, it was implemented only for a short 
period. Hence all schools could not be covered and 
recurring experiences could not be provided. Such a 
system hasn't been formed at the Higher Secondary level. 
Noteacher empowerment programmes were conducted in 
thepre-primary sector during the academic year 2007-08. 


Chapter 3 
Interventions of 
Local Governments in Education 


The local administrative struct: ^ Kerala. 
includes 999 Grama Panchay: 2 Block 
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Panchayats, 14 District Pan: ths, 53 
Municipalities and 5 Corpor: . The 
strides made in education in 2 08 bear 
testimony to the realizatio: it local 
administration can sow th eds of 
sustainable development by |) ihanced 
investment of their resources a wers in 
education when compared wit! er areas 
of development. 

The activities of the local ac stration 
helped a lot in providing ty and 
excellence to the activities various 
educational agencies like ^ DIET, 
SCERT and SIEMAT in the fic :eneral 
education. The projects and nec med at 
the school level were consolic by the 
Panchayats which took their 
implementation. Moreover, th: ivities 
through new projects created an kening 
in schools. 
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conditions in Kerala don't 
ocial get together. Such 
lining because Malayalees 
to television screens. The 


schools have a lot of 


s context. Popular Annual 
ive become notable among 
cational projects taken up 
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The Annual Fests of all the schools 
in Vallikkode, Pramadam Grama 
Panchayat of Pathanamthitta 
district were organized under the 
leadership of Panchayat. 


D @e 
School Annual Fests under the 
leadership of students were 
conducted in seven schools of 
Palakkad district. 


The inauguration of the Annual 
Fest was at SVALP School, 
Kulikkaliyadu was done by the 
ninety year old Koduvaali Janaki 
whose name figures first in the 


admission register of that school. 


A three day long village festival 
was organized as part of the Annual 
Fest of Chulliyil, GUP School, in 
Karulai Panchayat of Malappuram 


district. 
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a Fests were organized with the 


nancial aid ot Pancha 


Respecting former teachers / students 


Various camps 


The school is a cultural centre capable of bringing 
together all the people of a locality without any 


distinctions of caste, religion or politics. The 
festivals which happened in schools are the 


i 
festivals of the village. When the local 
i governments design meaningful activities for this 
i and give financial aid to the schools, the society of 
A J Kerala develops into a synergy of people. 
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governments in Kerala designed 
various projects for developing the 
iren during the year of effective 
rnance. We can come across plenty 
e children took up stories, poems, 
itings and films as part of their 


S 


camp organized with the help of 


Nedumangadu Municipality could provide a three 
day film experience to students of classes 7, 8 and 9. 
There were a variety of activities like understanding 
the language of films, script writing, camera training, 
acting, editing, recording, documentary making and 
sharing of experiences with the film artists during the 
film. These types of film clubs functioned in various 
other parts ofthe state. 
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When the curtain rises... 


The students of Sreekantapuram ideas revealed through dialo 
Grama Panchayat organized a drama gestures etc. 
workshop named 'Arangu' (The Stage). It The students conducted 
focused on the important components of programmes titled 'plays an: 
dramatic presentation like scene, setting, the writing, the enjoyment of acti 
possibility of body language, the world of comes ... play and music 


presentation of plays etc. 


KELIKOTTU 


The Kathakali Workshop conducted by Mukkam 
Grama Panchayat with the support of Vidyarangam 
Art Literary Forum was an experience with a 


difference. 
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Sketches, Colours, Stories and 
Poems in classrooms 


Sreekantapuram Grama Panchayat 
organized painting and short story 
workshops for children. 


Music club 


Music clubs were organized in various 

CGO o Marsa "M 3 

omom schools to promote music, interaction and mutual 
lao Jo vef : i P " 

septi "TEE relationship among children. The music club of 


Kadambanadu Grama Panchayat was a notable 
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Publications 


A lot of materials developed under the 
leadership of Local self governments or 
with their financial support were 
published during the year of Effective 
Educational Governance. It includes 
printed and manuscript magazines as 


wellas special issues. 


Panchayat Name of Material Nature of the : rial 

Mogral Puthoor (Kasargode) Ezhuthola Creative Writ 

Kadambanadu (Pathanamthitta) Malarvadi, Mayookham, Creative Wri 
Sargavasantham d 

Vazhakkadu(Malappuram) Vijayaratham Creative Wri! 

Chaliyar (Malappuaram) Thudi Creative Wri 

Omalloor (Pathanamthitta) Madhuram Creative Wri 

Kakkodi(Kozhikkodu) Hai Creative Wrii 

Malappuram District Kaithaangu Learning aid 

Panchayat 

Kozhikode District No D+ Learning aid 

Panchayat 

Kasargod District Noorumeni Learning aid 

Panchayat 

Kannur District Mukulam Learning aid 

Panchayat 

Thalipparambu Orukkam, Learning aid 

Municipality Assembly Kurippukal 

Koilandi Municipality Aarogya Bodhi Learning aid 
Moolya Nirnaya Sahayi 

Mundur Grama Lalitam Ganitham Learning aid 

Panchayat (Palakkad) Madhuram Malayalam 

Nedumangad Adayalangal Documentation 

Muncipality 

Eroor Grama Panchayath Akshara Jyothi Documentation 

Parappur(Malappuram) Mampazham Learning aid 
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Pre-primar t, then Anganwadies 

The Kayyu semeni Grama Panchayats 
started pre 'y schools in all primary 
schools. T! irtment of Social Welfare 
took them id transformed them into 
Anganwac 

Kannada tion 

The Banc Panchayat translated all 
learning als in Malayalam into 
Kannada. 


Pancl.yats for Excellence in 
the Learning of English 


Can our children learn English well by studying in 
General Education schools? 


The parents are a lot worried. 


That is now made possible by sparing only few 
hours for a few days. And that too, with an 
awareness of the existing limitations. 
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PATTITHARA GRAMA PANCHAYATH 
2007-08 


SPEAK OUT 


COMMUNICATIVE ENGLISH 


JILLA PANCHAYAT 
KOLLAM 
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The programme for developing communication 
skills in English is gaining momentum in 
numerous schools. Widespread and powerful 
impetus for these activities came with the 
implementation of REAP(Rapid English 
Acquisition Programme) in Palakkad district. 
REAP was implemented in class VII. Every 
student of class VII became a personal friend of 
the character named Sita. The story of Sita is 
developing. The children feel Sita's story as their 
own story. During the course of the highly 
emotional plot, the children get opportunities to 
mould various events ofthe story. 


After the fifty hours of learning, the 
children were equipped not only to interact 
freely in English but also to write stories, poems 
and plays in English. The 'Harisree' project ofthe 
District Panchayat which gave leadership to the 
Rapid Programme, organized creative 
workshops of selected students providing them 
with opportunities to produce excellent 
products. 
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“Come. fs tme for the bus”, 


Sca reached Granama's 
^ icom. Grandma 
Walked out al tho ro watin sound sias. 
"em t Younger sator pled a and 
Qe shit. Sho was aming ai Sta showing 
locthless gum. Sita kissed her on her 


MY DEAR TEACHER 


There is something ta 
ma 
So trom thers. nt 
Something is erat ide mo 
erred rr 
sl 

tts your vna, O 

spotess as ginas. 


There i someon, 
So dilareni trom omara S "° 


There is some place which 

Be diferen tom atn homes me, 
Yhe place is there which 

So aile rom harms Reda m 
What that place is, | think, | know 
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Some other activities 

Æ Excellence in English learning programme 
conducted for classes 1 and 2 in Nedumangad 
Municipality. 

Æ The tri-monthly programme conducted by 
Kodumon Grama Panchayat, Pathanamthitta 
district. 

Z "Let's Speak English' for students of class IX by 
Kollam District Panchayat 

Z  'SweetEnglish' by Padanna Grama Panchayat. 

Z  TheEnglish acquisition programme for students of 
class II by Pallickal Grama Panchayat, 
Pathanamthitta. 

Z 'English for Children’ of Kuttiyatool Panchayat. 

All self governing bodies which provided opportunities 

for learning of English developed learning materials 

including textbooks and teacher's handbooks on their 
own. Co-operation of DIET and SSA were sought for 
teacher training and material development. 
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Computer for Schools 


Information technology has become an essential tool 
for communication in the modern world. Education 
should become a training ground for this. The 
Panchayats have realized the need of the times and 
have played a creative role in promoting information 
technology in schools. 


In most ofthe Grama, Block and District Panchayats, 
opportunities for computer education are provided to 
schools. Even local people come to schools to 
acquire computer literacy. Not only the MLA and the 
MP, but also the local self governments supply 
computers to schools. 
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Education Information Technology is a major area in the 
development project 'Susthira' introduced by Kodakara 
Block Panchayath in Thrissur District. Kodakara has become 
the firste-learning consistency in Kerala. 
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Education Portal of Palakkad 
District P: ıt 

The Distri chayat of Palakkad 
started a w | connecting various 
education: itions and offices of 
the distric: y communication. 
This ventu ie District Panchayat 
stands ap: a perfect model of 
making u the possibilities of 
informatio inology in the field of 
education. 


IT @ Ka anad - 


Pathana: ta 
IT @ ! ibanad is a project 
impleme vy Panchayat Education 
Council, mbanad with the aim of 
universa ; computer education 
among st: s. 


fal education programme 


This is a programme formulated with the support of the 
teachers and the local people. The most important aspect of this 
programme is to find out the reasons for the educational 
backwardness of the children and to initiate steps to solve them. 
Setting up of smart class rooms with IT faculty, libraries with all 
modern amenities and arranging special classes for difficult 
subjects etc. are part of this programme. The establishment of a 

tin the constituency and the development of the library 
to it fifty thousand books are endeavors that 


2.2.6 Monitoring 


Monitoring influences the success of any programme positively. 
The interventions of local governments become complete only when the 
monitor the educational activities along with participation in the 
planning and execution. Apart from the monitoring of Educational office: 
of various levels, academic monitoring by the elected representatives « 
people was also started last year. 
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One example of this monitoring was the one organized jointly | 
the officers of the Education Department and Grama Panchayat authorit: 
under the leadership of the representatives of Palakkad District Panchay 
The requisite training and tool development for monitoring was provid: 
by the DIET. Many activities like that were organized across the state. 


Help for Children With Special Needs 


Physically challenged students should not merely be helped, b 
should be protected. Mallappally Grama Panchayat has allotted an annu 
stipend of Rs. 6000/- each to physically challenged students. 


Motivation camps 


Need the local administrative bodies be satisfied with mere 
helping the schools? Insufficient, says the District Panchays 
Malappuram. They conducted a motivation camp for college students. 


'Kalakshetra' 


District Panchayat, Wayanad has opened a centre for art educatio: 
in Meenangadi under the title 'Kalakshetra'. This is a permanent centre for 
art education. 
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Chapter 4 


Quality Education for All 


—— —————— 
a] T 
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One of the important aims of educational institutions is social 
justice. This is a democratic insight to provide equal chances 
forall and to accommodate everyone as a social being. This aim 
is achieved when all the children are brought under the same 
umbrella of educational justice. The most important mission 
undertaken by the General Education is to prepare equal 
opportunities for everyone suitable for his/her growth and 
education. 


There are a lot of children who face discrimination in various 
strata of society. They include the physically challenged, the 
members of the backward classes, people below poverty line 
and in a wider sense even the girl students of our classrooms. In 
certain stages our girl children need special consideration. One 
ofthe merits ofthe efficiency year is that unlike in the previous 
years educational projects could be prepared to cater to the 
needs ofthe above mentioned groups. 
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Equality through Equal 
Opportunities 

Today CWSN has varied levels of meaning. This 
concept is much higher than the concept ofthe disabled 
children as those who can't attain perfection. What is 
suggested here is that these children deserve special 
care in the society. If given a little attention, recognition 
and opportunities, if allowed to study with other 
children they would perform better than others. The 
IEDC programme is introduced for these children. The 
time bound evaluation, new findings and numerous 
help given to this programme are the highlight of the 
year of Effective Governance. 
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Inclusive education: Aims and Means 

Z to find outall the children who need special care and support 

^ toincludeallthese children as part of General Education 

Z^ toensurequality education for them too 

Z^ toconductmedical camps to determine the condition, depth and nature 
disability 

to provide the suggested helping aids (instruments) prescribed in the m: 
tests (ear phones, hearing aids, spectacles, wheel chair, walker, tri-c 
and give medical treatment facilities 

Z^ to give training to parents in speech therapy, physiotherapy, psycho the 
audio-training, mobility training and training in Braille scripts so tha 
can help these children in their studies 

Æ toprovide learning aids and timely training to children with special ne 
as to make them involve /participate in the activities of other children 

Æ to conduct awareness programmes for the parents and society so as to 1 
their interaction with these children in a healthy way 

Z^ to ensure that the inclusive educational activities are reaching dif! 


levels ofthe society. 
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Inclus: ducation in the Year 
of Eff: > Educational 

Govet e 

Through d tivities and time-bound programmes, 
Inclusive yn is nearing its goal. 

gp Fi ıt the Children 

The first ofthis scheme is to find out all children 
with spe ds. For this we have to extend our 
enquiric: the school too. Thus through surveys 
which « on homes children were identified. 
Besides + help of the teachers all the students of 
the sch re subjected to close examination/ 
observat their limitations were recorded. 


ting Medical Camps 


For the 'n thus found out, special medical 
treatme: liagnose their physical and mental 
limitatio : held with the help of expert doctors. It 
was in tl p the learning materiais and helping aids 
for the hildren were fixed. Steps were taken to 
provide r medical help for those children who 
needed i after. 


iments were provided 


Agencic » SSA, voluntary organisations, District 
Panchays.- were given the responsibility of providing 
free equipments/aids to children to over come their 


limitations. These agencies are bound to provide 
whatever these children need whether it be wheel chair, 
walking crutches, spectacles etc. 


P 


Ensuring facilities 


The Education Department has concentrated much on 
providing basic facilities along with providing 
instruments - Ramps with special rails to enter the 
verandah, toilets which aren't high, wash basins, 
drinking water facilities & seats. SSA has taken the 
upper hand in providing these facilities. 
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Getting the support and help ofteachers 


It isa difficult task to plan the learning activities and to chart out 
theright approach towards the children with special needs. Only 
a trained teacher can fulfil this heavy responsibility. The training 
programme for these teachers was being undertaken under the 
effective leadership of SSA Expert doctors, psychiatrist etc 
gave guidance and training to these teachers. 
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Preparing Learning Materials 


| When proper assessment of these children's learning pace and 
| level of learning are evaluated at certain stages they need some 
special learning materials. These materials include reading 
materials, audio-visual CDs etc. It was a notable experience that 
the Grama Panchayat and schools came forward for the 
preparation of these materials. SIET prepared and distributed 
i learning materials free of cost in this sector. 


Ensuring the service of resource teachers 


frowb is aren 
i The resource teachers appointed by SSA & District Panchayat 

| gave special coaching to these students. They rendered their 

i service not in schools alone. They extended their service to 

| those children who can't come to schools. Reaching the homes 

i of such children, these teachers did what is needed for their 

| learning. 
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Sayandana Vedhi 


'Sayandana Vedhi' was a unique experience of a 
get together of the parents and people's 
representatives under the leadership of Resource 
Teachers in Alappuzha. Besides finding out the 
learning activities needed for these children and 
evaluating their learning difficulties this Vedhi 
plans different programmes to ensure the support 
ofthe society. 
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A day for us too 


Out of the many day of celebrations the World Handicap Day 
has, however, received a wide public attention. Programmes 
were conducted throughout the state proclaiming the message 
that disability is never a limitation. At the same time, this 
celebration once again reminded people that special attention 
and care has to be given on this subject. 


p m 
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Giving Leadership to Awareness Activities 


parents often forget to develop, congratulate 
and recognize their wards' innate talents. 


$ Not only the physically challenged but their —— — => 
$ | parents too suffer much mental stress & strain. "TUE 

E i It is noticed that this is often reflected in their ap aime 

E | behavioural patterns. Amidst these difficulties, aeree ma: L^ 
*u 

i 


This year SSA has taken special interest to 
make the parents aware of their children's 
abilities. Conferences, meetings and melas 
were conducted for this purpose. 


'Manikuttanum Ammayum' is a handbook 
prepared by the Cheruvathur BRC, Kasargode 
district for the parents. This book discusses in 
detail how to approach the children with rim nto : - 
special needs and ways to develop their talents. 
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Society tc | »volves... ay (deo "dior. mbes: E 
Society ^. ~ different eye to watch the physically mt ae -.- 5 
challenp- — Widiculing, mimicking, insulting, f à 
separati! m from games, showing too much $ 
sympath "wards them are some of the k 
discrimi is of the society. Many don't realize z 
that thi: e is quite unbearable. The fact is that Š 
only th social awareness activities a proper £ 
solutio: 5 bad condition can be found out. It is a 
from s that the first step against this 

discrim n should begin; to be more specific 

from th ‘nt community. The rallies conducted 

by the ten, street plays, CD shows cinemas 

were sc F them. They bore the message of the 

sidetra They interacted with the laymen. The 

state re | that what is needed is to support and 

congra! the disabled. 

Cinem: 

Swapi: du 

All the ho participated in the residential camp conducted 


for the dren with special needs, in Trivandrum district; 
played, joyed, read and told stories together. They realised 
that noe is alien and single. All of them are part of this 
univers. was the message proclaimed through Swapankoodu. 


How can we bring the physically challenged children equal to 
the level of the normal ones? Can it be attained by separating 
them from schools and giving separate training? The 
experience tells 'no'. They can be brought to the main stream by 
providing opportunities to sit with other students, learning, 
writing and dancing with them. Under the SSA scheme ample 
opportunities are set apart for this. Creative gatherings, camps, 
study trips are some of the activities included in this scheme. 
These programmes are organised through social participation. 
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"Schoolilekulla Dooram" (Distance to Schools) 
Sindhu, age 13 


One of the smartest of the six children of Kamalaof f 
Marangattu House in Anakara, Kapoor grama 
Panchayat of Palakkad district. Paralysis affected 
Sindhu's legs then she was in class 4, Within days 
she was totally paralysed beneath her waist. She 
studied upto class seven with the external support. 
Now to Std VIII. There in much distance to High 
School. She cannot even think of continuing her 
education. 


Sindhu's agony was treated as a problem of many, 
by BRC Trithala. A documentary film prepared by 
them 'The distance to School’ interacts and 
communicates to the hearts. 


This film is a symbolic interpretation of the desires and humble wishes of those chi 
deeply love to go to school, but are quite helpless. 
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There is no separate world for the E py, 
handicapped. They are born, live and 


oF Ne 
are brought up in the same society. SMAN @l Af ) M d (0) ) (ri 


Even after their school days they E 
have to interact with the general rM ólemvogv amwa, sades 


public. Proper chances should 
be provided for them so that 
they will also be involved in 
the main stream. Academic 
year 2007-08 will be marked 

in the history as a period when 
these activities were 
systematically planned and 
executed. We should always keep 
in mind that we have to progress a 
lot. 
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S ol of Equality 
lational Curriculum Framework -2005's approach to the education of 
g ren is like this. Ina state like Kerala where there is 100% literacy; there 
be any discrimination towards children. But the reality is different. The 
F c Review-2006 bears testimony to this fact. 


Ip against Children 

Bial number of crimes against children during the year2006 is 553 
inst 386 numbers in the year 2005.This is showing an increase of 
lipercent over the previous year. Total number of murder during 
BIS 51 as against 45 in 2005. In the case of rape, there are 219 
ber of cases reported in 2006 as against 140 numbers in 2005. This 
fered 56.43 percent increase over the previous y Kidnapping 


M 


2007-08 Year of effective governance 


Seduction of children has increased from 45 in 2005 to73 in 2006. 

lirement of minor girls also increased from21 in 2005 to 35in 2006. 

Comes to 66.67 percent increase over the previous year. Other 

es against children also increased from 129 number in2005 to 170 
rs in 2006, showing an increase of 31. 

in the table i 

Crime against Children 


. .. Nature of Crime 
Murder 
(a) Infanticide — — 
| (b) Other murder 
_| Total Murder 

Rape c x 
j | Kidnapping and Abduction —— 
| | Exposure and Abandonment 
5 | Procuration of minor girls 
6 | Child marriage Restriction Act 
7 | Other Crimes against Children 
Total Crime 


e: State Crime Records Bureau. Tvp. 


This statistics is a reflection on the practices and attitudes towards girl 
children in families and schools. This is also an eye opener to the fact that 
there should be radical changes in education to realise social justice. 


General Education has adopted an approach which ensures equal 
opportunities to all the girl children in classes, schools, society and homes. 
The main agenda of the year is to see that this is observed strictly and short & 


comings, ifany, areto be rectified. 
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Generating togetherness, together 


We have to reiterate the public encouragement 
given by literate Kerala to the message that girls 
and boys are equally important. This was the 
message put forth by the DPEP in 1998. It was 
during this period that efforts were made not just 
to identifying the discriminations against girl 
children in school and home but also evolving 
ways to finding solutions to these scientifically. 
The SSA which followed the DPEP also gave 
prime importance to the problems faced by girl 
children. 


Based on these, the department of General 
Education has taken the following steps: 


The most important task shouldered by modern 
education is to make changes in curriculum, 
textbooks, class, school and home atmosphere 
accordingly. 
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orthe girls 
Even in a democracy, it is the unconscious reactions of a 
yallo-centric society that hinders gender justice. A defensive 
oroach against this social set-up alone can eradicate such 
:criminations. This could be achieved by making use of the present 
tem of rules, regulations and privileges for social justice and i 
nerating awareness of the same Educational strategies which | 

;cuss social realities in effect simplify these efforts. 
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Challenges faced by Girls 


Lack of basic facilities. 

Denial of equal opportunities. 

Limitations for participating in Arts festivals and Sports meets 
Few number of chances to involve in activities freely. 

Limited chances for vocational trainings 

Limited chances of collaborative /participatory activities foi 


boosting up confidence. 


Educational backwardness because of household chores. 
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Remed asures 
Cor adequate number of urinals and provide | 
drii vater facilities. | 
i 
Giy jual consideration for all in the class, in i 
gro rk too. 
Ma | students class leaders. 
Cy ubs for girls. 
Tt 2 in swimming. 
Fe Il team. | 
i 
Z^ Radical changes in the approach of teachers. i 
Special residential camps. | 
Study trips, Balika Jyothi activities. 
Special opportunities for vocational training for girls. 
Æ Participation in social service activities. 
^ Karate training. 


Special scheme for backward students. 
Free textbooks. 


Parental Awareness. 


EE PIRA S 


Reaching for the skies 

Through Balikajyothi, an awareness initiative, of CUP School, Chen 
Palakkad, young girls were given training in climbing coconut palms 
were also given swimming lessons in. Bharatapuzha river and coacl 


footballon the banks ofthe river. 


How can we instill freedom and confidence in girl children? The only solution is to c wareness 
j programmes exclusively for girl children. The SSA has put forth the same idea. P d here are 
i images of some ofthe adventurous programmes organised with social participation. 
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Mountaineering 


Thirty girls successfully completed the adventurous training camp in Mountaineering 
| organised by the SSA in Thiruvananthapuram District. The rock climbing skills they displayed were 
awe inspiring. The exemplary confidence and courage with which they manoeuvred the ropes while 
climbing the mountains were inspirational even to boys. 
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Pg 
Iffused out. | E 
In Wayanad t specific vocational training was | 3 
given to gir! indling electric equipments. They | E 
were traine dentifying and rectifying minor ig 
electrical p s that could arise at home in | E 
electronic g | i 
They were iced to electric tester, arrangement | $ 
of single ci: lectric fuse connection, how a plug E 
box works ese sessions aimed at empowering 
them to act ely during emergencies. 
Venalpaad 
'Venalpa: . a film produced by BRC 
Perinthaln as its story, script and direction by an 
all girl cre film focuses on issues faced by girl 
children tc girls from Valluvanadu have proved 
that they a only good in front of the camera but 
also behinc 
The work at Kasargode had two more films, 
'Koottukar — d 'Muthassi Paranja Kathakal', written 
and directe y girls on girl-centric issues. The girls 
were in it together from the conception to the 


exhibition c: these creative expressions. 


Meanwhile 'Smart 2008", a residential camp organised 
by the GUP School. Kottikulam in Kasargode turned 
Out to be an eye-opener as far as personal effectiveness 
was concerned. The camp could raise the confidence 
levels in girls by ensuring their participation in 
different activities. 
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The Naadankala Patana Kendram is the collective effort of 
girl children of GUP School. Kanjirapoyil. Managalamkali, 
Alamikali, Poorakali and Kolkali are some of the traditional 
art forms that are taught at this centre. The organizers propose 
to raise the Centre to a District level training centre. 


Shereeja's doubts 
Why are boys called first on roll-call? 
Why don't girls have football matches? 


These were doubts raised by Shereeja. She has posed 
these same questions in the documentary titled, 'Pinpae 
Parakkunna Paravakal'. 


The documentary was created at the SSA project, 
Balikajyothi in Palakkad. The documentary tries to 
portray the discrimination seen, felt and expressed by girl 
children. This was a documentary very well suited for 
creating awareness among parents on the problem. 
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: contrast to earlier times, girls go to school. The system of stopping education 
in attaining adulthood is not prevalent now. 
The class, school atmosphere has developed to one of where girls can mingle 
with confidence and freedom. This is visible in higher secondary classes too. 
The SSA and local authorities are alert on providing basic amenities for girl 
children at all schools. 
Transportation is no more a burden for grown-up girls. Facilities have been 
opened for learning cycling at schools. Participations in training camps and 
awareness programmes have also increased. 
Girls are prepared to raise their views in public without any hesitation. 
Local self governments have chalked out and implemented programmes for 


empowering girl children. 


2007-08 Year of effective governance 


2007-08 Year of effective governance 


When the abandoned got 
together 


There are people who dwell inside dark forests, on 
hill slopes where lights fail to reach and even on 
lonely islands surrounded by the harsh seas. How 
do we reach, make available educational and 
learning opportunities to them? The multi-grade 
learning centres are the only hope for the children 
of families residing in such distant and desolate 
areas. As the name suggests, children of different 
age groups come to study at these centres. Cards 
and other teaching aids are used for teaching them. 
Often the centre is manned by a single 
male/female teacher. 


Noon feeding is not only for students at the 
learning centre but also for local children. EGS is 
a cultural centre in Malappuram that ushers a ray 
of hope for those who had to discontinue their 
education. 


New Teaching Cards, 


Scientific Approaches 


Multi grade learning centres (MGLC) are setup based on the 
experiences of 'Rishi Valley multi grade schools' in Andra 
pradesh. Those experiences were reconstructed to suit the 
circumstances of Kerala society. Learning up to standard IV is 
carried out in these centres. These centres use new teaching 
aids and cards for teaching-learning process. These centres 
have been customised to local needs under the direct 
supervision of the SSA. This transition not only supports 
effective learning but also provides opportunities to continue 


education at other schools. 
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ling centres are not alone today. The local self governments are with 


lu ational institutions and social organisations are also there. The | 
int of Education aims at nothing other than bringing these children 
iefront. With this objective, institutes at their level and in association j 
i 


2007-08 Year of effective governance 


A residential camp and cultural meet at the 
Government Higher Secondary School, 
Koothuparambu marked this year's annual 
celebrations of EGS schools in Kannur District. 
Children learnt the nuances of sales and marketing at 
the exhibition cum sale of the products that were 


made by children. 
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Mother's who shy away 


At the sight of strangers, mothers shy 
away and hide inside. This is a common 
attitude among mothers in the Valla- 
Vijayanthi colony and Komilikudi in 
Idukki. At first, they were reluctant to 
send their children to schools and 
treasured them safely at home. Now 
they send them to school, but they were 
still shy to come anywhere near the 
school. It is only after continuous 
persuasion and intervention from the 
teachers that they have started visiting 
the school and speaking about their 
children. Today most of them attend the 
parent-teacher's meeting and share their 
views at these meeting too. 


From the drama workshop 


The drama workshop, organised as part of the EGS Fest in Wayanad District, turi t to bea 
platform for nurturing the creative abilities in children. The organizers themselve : amazed 
whenthe children came singing, dancing, miming and emoting with such ease. 


Though isolated, they too 
go to alternate schools. 
Students here have many 
stories to tell. Especially 
this year! This is mainly 
because it was in this year 
that the District level Fests 
and other programmes 
were planned and 
implemented for them. It 
was a year when they were 
treated as students of any 


ordinary school. 
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ers of co-operation 


Sports and games training aids were not available in the Multi-Grade 
in Pathanainthitta. This was arranged from the Government High 
situated about 60 kms away. Thanks to this assistance and support the 
; could learn as well as compete at the sports meet. 


\ild labour to the world ofletters 


A doctor from Pathanamthitta District took a little boy named Rajan 
'barimala, with the approval of his parents, for a domestic help. The 
panked him badly for not doing the duties at home. That very day he ran 
om the doctor's house, returned his home and joined a multi-grade 
Today Rajan is one ofthe brightest boys at the MGS 


itive Schools of the future 


ilternate schools are institutions that would be the zone for many more 
es in the future. Basic amenities and facilities have to be developed in 
schools. Academic activities have to be moulded according to local 
ons. Better education 1acilities have to be developed for children. No 
the new teaching and learning aids have to be procured for children of the 
and friends of the seas. The SSA and the Department of Education are 


ing to do just these 
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Preparation for the Under achievers 


There are certain sections of people, still living in darkness for the only reas 
they were socially sidetracked at some junctures of history. 


The one and only way to bring these most averted and very poor people to tl 
stream is to enable them to participate in the educational process. SSA 
Government have been aiming at giving support at all levels to bring all the « 
from the scheduled castes and tribes to schools and to retain them there. 
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' mainstream 


z these children to the common stream is the most important mission that 
artment of Education has undertaken this year. Steps were taken to give 
tbooks to these students this year too. SSA has suggested to implement 

schemes to solve their educational backwardness and to ensure 
ation of all SC/ST students. Vidya Jyothi scheme in Palakkad District is 

ple for this. Vidya Jyothi has prepared special programmes to improve 
cational quality ofall SC/ST students. 
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he Colony Chief, Parents and Teachers of Hosdurg colony in Kasargode i 
t got together many learning materials were developed. By using 
nous technological know how & indigenous knowledge many learning 
ils developed for languages and Mathematics. This workshop on learning 
ials became the best learning strategy to develop education in the tribal 
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New lessons from self-help 
programmes 


Earn while you Learn! A new scheme introduced by 
the SSA is 'Earn and Learn'. While we do have work 
experience classes and exhibitions for displaying 
various objects produced by children they are often 
left unused in school itself. The Earn and Learn 
Programme is totally different in many aspects. The 
scheme is that an estimated amount is lent to a student 
or group of students from schools along with the 
required training. Students can procure the raw 
materials required for their products and sell them at 
their schools or to the public. The money thus earned 
has to be returned to the school authorities. Schools 
have taken up this project in tandem with various 
other schemes. The Vidyajyothi at Palakkad has 
displayed exemplary excellence in developing 
entrepreneurship in many of its projects. 
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vat and What for? 


ildren can opt for making paper bags, 
ibrellas, bags made of natural fibre or 
ier curios. Domestic utensils, food 
ms, flowers and more can also be 
ade. The DIET has already trained 
achers for imparting training for 
hildren in these fields. 


he Earn and Learn scheme is not just 
r fun. This is a scheme to invite the 
tention of children and increase their 
:terest for learning. 


Opportunities to learn 
and work while learning. 
To relate learning to living. 
? Generating awareness of self 
sufficiency and confidence. 
^ Responsibility. 
Confidence and experience from 
team work. 


Æ Opportunities to exhibit their 
academic performance to society for 


recognition. 


LOVE GREEN CLUB 
DHOHS S Pookkarathara. 
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Vidya Sree 


‘Vidya Sree’ is a publication of Pariyaram U.P. School, 
Kottayam in related to vocational learning. Prosperity 
through education is the message of this issue. A table 
is included in this issue to show the different 
constructions done in the school and the products 
evolved from it. Another table is given to share the 
limitations and difficulties encountered while giving 
vocational training. However the achievement list 
i published is quite astonishing. The school authorities 
i have found out that Rs. 240/- can be earned by a 
| student, if he worked for an hour each day. Literacy 
activists, agricultural officers, people's 
representatives, farmers, officers from the 'Krishi 
Bhavan' etc participated in these programmes. 
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The service from local experts and the 
advice from Local Self Government 
institutions was a real help for this 
programme. Thus experience and expertise 
from different walks of life were utilised up i 
to give vocational training for students. 
Specialist teachers gave leadership to these 


programmes. 


MP 


E | From little pies to little lambs 
E | Very many novel enterprising ef have been 
E | presented by the different educa l districts. 
E | The rush increases at Vidyaj) amps by 
4 | noon. The items for sales arc ght in by 
z | children. The GUP School at lalloor in 
2 | Palakkad transforms into a iarket of 
s | sorts with parents and children ig to buy 
Ex the different wares on display ust sweet 
| pies and banana fries, th: ere also 
| interesting curios and domesti sils made 
| out of bamboo on sale. 
| 
| While the students of Goy School. 
| Thambakuchuvadu were enga 1 making 
| paper bags, the students of | 'akassery 
| Govt UP School in Kottayam p d lotions 
and soaps for sale. Soap makin; he choice 
of the Chettavattoor MIAMI rool and 
| Puravathur Govt UP School. idents of 
| Kudasserri Govt UP School de ı scheme 
i for poultry farming and provid gs to the 
| school. The students of Kakk jovt UP 
i School in Palakkad were provic th lambs. 
When the goat delivered a kid, t »uld have 
| to be given to the school and thc could be 
i theirs. 
l The SSA was indeed a path maker b«t the actual 


inspiration has been from > Grama 
Panchayats and the Parent Teacher 
Associations in the school. They have a rightful 
share for the success ofall these projects. 
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Life Shapes on Bamboos 


The work experience programme at Koleri KVUP 
School in Wayanad District, experimented the 
possibilities of products using bamboo. Students 
were successful in creating and marketing various 
things like bangles, chains, pen stands and clips; all 
made out of bamboo. They were also trained in 
making beautiful objects out of recycled objects. 
This Bamboo Workshop has been successful in 
introducing marketing concepts for local products. 


The students of Chembakassery GUPS, 
Chathanoor, in Kollam district made money out of 
their soap and lotion sales to buy a big steel almirah 
fortheir school. 
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200 Academic Days 


Action plans for the organisation of academic days in 
School Academic Calendar 


In a letter written to their teachers, the students of Barbiana 
School ask: 'Who has decided to give us 185 holidays instead 
of 180 working days?’ 
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This question was especially applicable to Kerala as it leads 
other states in literacy and education. The curriculum is 
framed seeing ahead 200 working days in an academic year. 
The School Academic Calendar and the teaching learning 
activities in an academic year are developed based on these 
achievable days. From this, losing working days means 
making compromise with the above mentioned things. It is the 
denial of the learning opportunities of the child. Again it is a 
rejection of the right ofa student to get thousand hours for his 
learning. 

Itis to find a solution for this problem we have put forward the “= 
message of increasing the learning time and academic days in 

the Year of Effective Educational Governance. 


Where are the days? How to find time? 


Though we mark 200 working days in the academic calander it is never reali U nexpected 
holidays and 'melas' often affect the functioning of schools. One of the peculiaritie: is academic 
year is to give maximum learning opportunities for students by cutting short n ^» important 
holidays. This is done by careful planning. 


Some public lieu 


In order to make sure the 200 working days in an academic year Mavoor Grama Panchayat formed a 
‘reserve pool of teachers’. The members of this pool are B.Ed, TTC degree holders. Each L.P. School 
was given two teachers and in the U.P section, for a subject the service of two teachers was provided. 
If a teacher takes a casual leave, he/she should prepare the teaching manual for that day and has fo 
giveit inadvance. Ifthe service ofthe reserve teacher has to be utilized ona particular day he/she will 
be informed about the subject to be handled and the classroom activities to be done. The reserve 
teacher will come with his/her own planning. Special training was given to the reserve teachers. Both 
teachers and parents welcomed this scheme. 
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The path for achieving the goals 


The calendar was prepared by arranging the cluster level 
training programmes during the holidays 

It has been decided to conduct 'melas', camps and other 
programmes which are likely to bring holidays to the 
schools on the holidays 

A working day has to be found out fora local holiday 
Precautions are taken so that learning time is not wasted 
because of pubic functions in the schools 


Competitions for students, classes, and camps for 
students are to be conducted on holidays 

The monthly conferences of headmasters are conducted 
on Saturdays so as to ensure their presence at school on 


working days 
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Academic days which are not lost 


Working day is fixed in advance to compensate for the loss of 
working days due to local holidays. The PTA, GMUP School 
Kondotty, Malappuram District has put forward this suggestion i: 
order to avoid the loss of working days because of consecutiv 
holidays. They arrived at this decision just to provide 200 workin; 
days for the students. Though there won't be any classes on loc: 
i holidays, usually these days would be considered as working day 
| and attendance would be marked. This decision was taken as 
solution for this problem and as a result of this 198 active workin 
days could be provided for students. 
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What was the balance sheet of deciding to provide 200 sure workin 
days in schools? Most of the educational institution got 197 to 19 
working days. Some Muslim schools stood as exceptions. All tl 
schools have creatively responded to the suggestion of giving 100 
learning hours for children making use of the holidays partially an 
by taking extra classes in the school. The schools were able to ensu: 
maximum learning hours for children. 


NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATIONAL 


DI ARIAIIAILC AAIR ARAAIALIHOTRATIARI 


Textboo! scholarships 


2007-08 Year of effective governance 


Ther œ quality education for all' does not confine itself to 
the infra struc :cilities ofthe school alone. It is the duty of society to 
provide oppc es for those students, who do not have textbooks, 
learning mate iniform and learning facilities, to study and live with 
those who h: is. In the educational sector, this responsibility is 
undertaken implemented by the Government, Local Self 
governments »luntary organisations. 


It is often no that many students from the poor families maintains 
high academ ality in their studies, But when these students come 

to the High condary level their parents cannot afford the 
expenses fo: r study. Sensitizing this issue, the Government — /^ 
has come fc | with scholarships of Rs. 5,000 for students 
from the pox ilies who show academic brilliance in each 
batch of ! cr Secondary and Vocational Higher 
Secondary, )00 students are beneficiaries of this 
Scheme. It <s a mark of the year of effective 
educational. vernance that the scholarships were 
distributed hin one month ofits announcement. 


Many organisations have come forward 
offering educational help to students. 
Scholarships are given by the Local Self 
Governments too to those students who 
show academic excellence. 


| From 'Kanji' to nutritious Noon-meal 


Ways to make lunch tastier is discussed actively in all schools 


Now-a-days noon-meal programme is not like a customary rite or 
offering as it. used to be. New schemes are planned by the PTA 
with a view to provide food for students as they would get it at 
their homes. The noon-meal programme was extended to the 
High School section too in the academic year 2007-08. 
Welcoming responses were received from the public to the 
message 'Make noon-meal exemplary/typical. 
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Delicious noon-meal 


Æ Nutritious noon-meal 


Noon-meal forall students 

Æ Preparation & serving in healthier circumstances 
Providing drinking water for all students 
Providing plates and glasses for all students 

Z^ Items for noon-meal to be cultivated in the school premises 
itself 

Receiving help from the 'Mother Community' in preparing 
and serving food 
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The Mother * ^"2regationin Iringalloor 2 
ig 
is 
Z Noon-meal - E 
is prepa: id served by the Mother iE 
Congreg D 
a Each day the | E 
service o ers are provided in turns. i 5 
Pd Mother P 
congreg: neetings were held twice a is 
month t c the team for the coming 3 
days. | E 
Z According i 
to the v: of items the students bring 
the vege :eeded for it. 


A À Priority is 
given t onal items such as leafy 
vegetab 


k fruit, mangoes etc. 


It is the diplomatic responsibility of a democratic government to 


implement noon-meal programme effectively. This social mission is 


intended to see to it that no single child is studying with a starving 
stomach. The role noon-meal plays in creating healthier learning 
atmosphere is commendable and noteworthy. This programme is to be 


spread to all districts. 
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When Little Hands Plant Trees 


Around 25 lakhs of saplings were planted on a single day. Along with 
children they too reach up to the sky. This enterprise which aimed at 
giving the message of environmental love to the world was started in 
Kerala for the first time in the world on the World Environment Day 
The scheme 'My Tree! undertaken as the joint venture of Kerala Forest 
Department and Education Department is unique. 27 lakh students 
from Std 5 to 9 under the General Education scheme participated in this 
great venture. 


Real learning takes places only when an individual effectively interacts 
with his environment. The new curriculum asks students to involve in 
these types of activities. 'My Tree' is a very good learning material for 
all the students of Kerala throughout their life. A diary was issued to 
find out and record one's own learning activities of a year. These two 
items reached the hands of the students during the academic year 2007- 
08 itself. This programme was inaugurated on 5 June 2007 with a 
variety of programmes set in each school where there was a great public 
participation. 
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nany trees? 

hs of saplings were distributed all over the state. Even in Wayand, 

nd of forests, students planted trees and set an example. The 

| that the trees are growing up. This programme was received by 

idents with keen interest. In order to compensate the lost saplings, 
;aplings were given by PTA and Local Self governments. 


The students of Arangottam L.P. School in Kannur 
District published an edition titled 'Ee marathanalil'. This 
edition was a realisation of the learning activities aimed 
through "My Tree'. Besides excellent diary entries the 
findings and creative writings and drawings of students 
were included in this edition. Its English version 'Beneath 
my Tree! travels around the globe spreading the message 
of the need to protect environment. In order to make this 
| excellent activity known to the public SEIMAT KERALA 
has undertaken the responsibility of publishing the edition 
| Beneath my Tree’. 
| 
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€ governance 
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Excellence that Grows with Trees 


Many models of transforming 'My Tree' programme as part of the learning activitic 
can be seen in different parts of the State. Most of these activities are directly linke: 
objectives designed in the curriculum. Some ofthe activities are given below. 


Kasargode 
Little magazine Poomaram, 
Poetry - story camps 


Editio: 


Wayanad 

A study about groves 
A tree for a school 
Complete Eco-club - planting bamboos 


Rall 


Palakad 
Cycle Rally 


Pathananthitta 


Varnolstavam A lak 


NS adi to eat 
gum ‘ono 


NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATIONAL 


DI AATAIIAIZ® AAIR APRA AIAIICTMATICARATL 


ie schools 


e learning 


Kannur 
in groves 


Fhrissur 
2 of a tree 
)zone day 
e with me 


ippuram 
bsevance 
of days 


Kollam 


ngs a year 


TheAims Be! ly Tree' Programme 
Life ori ning-Learning with an eco- 


friend! 


2007-08 Year of effective governance 


Learni rstanding nature 
Learni ity-oriented methods while 
observ portant days. Education 
learnir iim at social development 
too 
Devel towards nature alendo omoouog legare 
Takin tive steps to preserve 903 4 «4,0 qj 
o l 
envir and implement them ain Ee 
laoo omowe « Nimm 
succes 
Distinct Ex les 
How ; the cost ofa tree? Nattika East UP School published details regarding the amount 
of w ı tamarind tree would give in a period of 50 years. They presented the details in a 
beat oster. A photo badge containing the photo of both the student and the tree was 
prep the school 
The il performance 'Maravum Kuttiyum' produced by the students of Aanthoor L.P. 
Scho s a unique experience for the students and for the villagers. 


ee SS a 


My Own Diary 

"My own diary’ is prepared with an aim to 
directly relate the learning process that 
the child undergoes with that of his life. 
The diary reflects not only the specialties 


and peculiarities of the tree but also 
records the activities, findings, creative 
thinking and dreams of the child. As the 
observation of the important days and 
school activities get synchronized, the 
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| 


diary gets special importance as a guide 
and planner of her activities. This 
programme is made active by giving 
away prizes at the school level, BRC 
level, District level and State level. The 


Grama Panchayat monitored the x ; m 


progress of this scheme by examining 
this diary. Actually the diary becomes an 
symbol of the child's academic 
excellence. The diary was printed and 
distributed by SSA. The diary was 
published in Tamil and Kannada 
mediums too. 


The desire of the Department is that 'My Tree' programme should be developed as an 
academic culture. The parents and the teacher community, the people's 
representatives and the society should realise that this scheme is to be considered as 
the curriculum of earth's existence and not merely as imbibing the preliminary lessons 
of preserving environment. They should take up the task of continuing this 
programme too. It is doubtless that when 'My Tree’ spreads its branches in all 
directions in homes and schools, Kerala once again becomes a model to the world. 
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ng Creativity 


vealed here is an innocent yet zestful attempt to portray the glaring truth of life in the 
the child sees and often tries to identify it with her own life experiences. | 
creativity is printed into a book it develops the self-confidence and inspires her to make 
cations. The child's mind soars up to greater heights of creative excellence when it is 


vith proper recognition. 
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Some examples of Creative Writing 


^ Collection of one's own poems in a book form 
Æ Collection of one's own stories in a book form 
Æ News bulletin 

£ Inland magazine 

2 Memoirs 


Travelogues 


Æ Special Supplements 
Creative expressions of the little minds are varied and 
numerous as shown in the above examples. These creative 
outputs were published with the aid and support of many 
agencies. When some institutions could manage on their own, 
some got support from the three tier Panchayats and some 
others had sponsors to get their works published. The 
leadership and timely help from the PTA was also a 
commendable factor. There is no doubt that these models 
would give more energy for their future activities. 


Kerala's intrinsic culture was highly reflected in all these 
creative products. All these writings which reflected the local 
peculiarities and differences, underline the quality of the 
revised curriculum. 
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Poems 18 
. ) E 
Nature | never ending source of writing E 
] t > 
poetry i: minds of the young ones. Rain, i 8 
4 š 5 iv 
river, e: trees, birds and animals are all E- 
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mediun reative transactions for children. i & 
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collectc published their creative works i 2 
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Mazhathullikal - Nayana. G 
Class X, Karivalloor A.V Memorial H.S.S. 


Kannur. This anthology received the 
N.N.Kakkat prize in 2007. 


Poompatta - Athira. B. Das 
Class 7, Elakamon U.P.S. Thiruvananthapuram. 


Mayilkunjinodu - Vineetha. K 
Class 7, Chalavara G.H.S. Palakkadu. 


Gathi Mariya Kalathil - Vidya mol 
Class 9, Nethaji HS. Pramadam, Pathanamthitta. i 


Mazhavillum Kilikalum - Delna Niveditha 
Class 7, Kuppadi GUPS, Bathery 


Ente Kochu Kavithakal - Fadiya.C.H. 
GLPS, Vadakkemanna, Malappuram 


Pularkalathile Manjuthulli - Chaithra 
Chingapuram CKGMHS, Kozhikode. 


Likewise so many creative works were produced by different 
schools which are difficult to be scheduled. 
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Some districts and BRCs printed the 
creative works of children which 
evolved as the products of their 
classroom transactions in book form. 
Kathiraniyum Puthunambukal (BRC 
Manjeri), Valapottukal (DIET 
Kozhikode) are some examples. 


Children's Magazine 


To enhance learning in classrooms and 
as products of learning activities many 
magazines have been developed. 


Z As a part of observing the days of 
importance. 

Z^ As a response to special social 

Issues or problems. 


Æ Asaproduct of learning activities. 


The magazines thus developed are clear 
indications of the creativity and thinking 
skills of the children. 
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P. School, Chittoor in Idukki 
blished a magazine 'Thenthulli'. 
s the children's rational thinking 
ities and skills achieved through 
:nted learning. 


al' published by Panangaatoor 
| in Kannur District reveals the 
ersity among children. 


ve writing of the children of 
Thalikulam, Thrissur District 
it through their magazine 
This magazine is published every 
ut fail since 1995-96 academic 


ls. 


Inland Magazines 

Another medium to give vent to creative talents of the children is 
the Inland Magazine Kunjikkili- published by Menonpara 
GUPS, Palakkad gets special attention due to its variety in 
writing. Aksharapulari (Kottarakara UPS, Kollam), Ananyam 
(Karakurissi GHS, Palakkad), Chembakam (ALPS Pooppathi, 
Thrissur are some other examples. 
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News bulletin 

News bulletin is one of the strongest mediums to respond to 
social problems is a critical way. 'Ezhuthu' of GMLPS. 
Thazhekkadu, Malappuram District, 'Harithavani' G.U.P.S. 
Pariyaram, Kottayam District are some examplaries in this 
regard. 
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Some other schools and their news bulletins : 
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AksharaDeepam - PunnavoorG.L.P.S, Aruvikkara - 


Mayookham - G.U.PS. Kanjiramattam, Idukki { 
Kiranam - G.L.P.S. Third Camp, Idukki £ 


G 


Hey? 
S SETA 


Products of'Day Celebrations" 


The need of observance of important days in instilling national 
awareness, scientific thinking, historical sense, responding skill 
etc. is really commendable. As a part of the Independence Day 
celebrations Govt. Welfare L.P. School, Kasargode District 


prepared a collection of Malayalam and Kannada patriotic songs 


which was a different experience. 
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Magazines 


School Magazines are good examples of new 
learning methods and activities. The collections of 
varied varieties of magazines reveal the range of 
growing creativity and reading habits among 
children. 


Ethalukal 
Chathankai GLPS Kasargode. 
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Kanikonna 
Valliyoothu AMLPS Kozhikode. 


Muppathyonnu Pathipukal 
S.H.G.H.S. Bharanagnanam. 
Kunjikili 

Malam UPS Kottayam. 


Kuttipattalam 
Alathoor ASMMLPS Palakkad. 


Z^ The bi-monthly (magazine) called 'Sandesham' published by AGMRHS Vallikunnam in 
Alappuzha District. 


Æ ‘Poothalam’-a tri-monthly published by High Training School, Kollam. 
Z^  'Kalika'- Chambattu, Kunnukal UPS Kannur. 
^f  'Ganithasopanam' prepared by SMUPS, Lourde, Thrissur. 
^  'Vijnan ka Sagar (Hindi) - THSS Puthenchira. 
^ "Neelambari'- SNLPS Pachadi, Idukki District. 
^  'Vipanchika' prepared by SBLPS Sevenmala. 


are some ofthe best magazines. 


Vidyar? im Kala Sahitya Vedhi Publications 
Vidyara 1 Kala Sahitya Vedhi is a stage which 


aims at ring and developing the creative writing i 
and per ince level talents among children. In this 
year to: 'yarangam Kalasahitya Vedhi came out | 
with its nsights through new publication. | 

i 


GUPS takani (Kasargode District) published 
'Eni M irumo Aavoo'. 
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SMHS ‘ariyaram (Malappuram District) 


publish nanuayam'. 

Mahat: indhi Memorial High School Ernakulam 
publish ithuma' which opens a creative new 
world. 

These: some ofthe examples in this field. 


The pu’ cations under the leadership of SSA and 
Local Sc | Governmentare: 


# 'Chuvadukal' - Unnikulam Grama Panchayat. 


a ‘Kathiraniyum  Puthunambukkal' - BRC 
Manjeri, SSA. 

#  'Aksharapookkal! -G.L.P.S. Mukoodu, SSA. 

a 'Kannamthalipookkal'- BRC Madai, SSA 

2  'Shalabham' - G.U.P.S. Koodaserry, 
Malappuram (joint venture of both parents 
and students) 
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Script 


Script writing is the field which encourages free 
flow of imagination. The films created by students 
in school campus are based on imaginative and 
educative screenplays. The magazine based on 
screenplay published by students of Bundichal 
GUPS is a brilliant example of the imaginative 
talent of young ones. The Restructured 
Curriculum has been greatly successful in 
nurturing the aesthetic talents of the students 
through timely publication and printing of the 
literary works of budding talents. 


Children's Films 


Cinema is a popular medium which requires great 
technical skill and variety. Films were produced 
throughout the state as the part of curriculum. 
Story, screenplay, dialogues, acting, all were done 
by students. Many beautiful and imaginatively 
potent films were created as a result. Many short 
films among these garnered national recognition 
for their truthful portrayal of the emotions and 
thoughts of children every year. The students have 
also secured medals in State and National meets, 
which is a living proof of the success of their 
endeavours. 
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Certain Films which showed children's genius 


District 


Film 


Thiruvananthapuram Kilikoodu 


Kollam 
Pathanamthitta 
Alappuzha 
Kottayam 
Idukki 
Ernakulam 
Thrissur 
Palakkad 
Malappuram 
Kozhikode 
Wayanad 
Kannur 
Kasargode 


Urukunna Bhoomikkoru Santhwanam 
Kumbalathai 

Ee Maram Ente Maram 
Snehatheeram 

My Submission 
Malapadakkam 

AB= o 

Koodukal | 

Oru swapnam Pole 
Laharikkethire 
Azad-Hindi Cinema 
Mayavillu Varakkunnavar 


Mini Screen 
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Excellence on stage 

'Drama' played centre stage in this year. Through children's theatre, 
acting lessons, discourses on the new trends in drama and the multi 
pronged approach of drama's schools throughout Kerala have realized 


the theatrical concept 'Poetry begins where Drama ends . Though the 


curriculum from classes 3 to 12 demand script writing and performance 
itis brought to the stage very effectively in the year 2008. 


Drama workshop 


A drama workshop was conducted by the joint effort of students 
and teachers of Iruvalloor UP school, Kozhikode. On sundays, 
they get together, conduct discussion and debates. Through this 30 
plays were given birth to. 
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Open theatre for children 

A stage for interacting actively with social problems and 
issues - GMLPSchool Erumbuzhi's Sadakko Open theatre 
Environmental preservation, National integration as 
differentthemes Theatre training & performance. 
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Students soothe 


the melting earth 


DEDICATED LOT: Students of Government SNDP UP 
School in Kollam engaged in editing the film 
'A Solace to the Melting Earth." 


Staff Reporter 


KOLLAM: It is a small contribu- 
tion for a great cause by stu- 
dents from the Government 
SNDP Upper Primary School 
at Pattathanam in Kollam 
city. The contribution is in 
the form of a 30 minute docu- 
fiction film highlighting the 
need to stop using harmful 
plastic products. 

Production of the film ti- 
tled "Urukunna Bhoomku 
Oru Santhwanam' (A Solace 
to the Melting Earth) has 
been completed and will be 
released shortly by Minister 


sistance, the students do the 
editing, dubbing, song rec- 
ording and camera. 

Kollam Mayor N. Padmalo- 
chanan too has 'acted' in the 
film by flagging off a students 
rally against the use of plas- 
tics. 


The ‘star’ 

Anand Babu, a student 
from the school, plays the 
lead role. At a time when us- 
ing plastic products have be- 
come a part of life, Babu is 
puzzled with the sudden an- 
nouncement that society 
should stop using plastic 


He wants clarifications and 
goes questioning himself on 
the issue but gets no answers. 
Then he approaches his 
teacher and she provides the 


Students' Social Interventio: 


Real Education invol active 
participation of students in s : social 
problems after realising thei ` in the 


social reformation process. 


In almost all districts this p nomenon 
happened. Most of them have ea great 
social changes. For eg. Thenk:. . GUPS in 
Palakkad District, in its camp: «n against | 
plastics, made a resolution to banish ball | 


pens and stick to the use of ink pens to | 
protect nature. As a result the shops nearby | 
the schools had to switch their business to 

the nature friendly style. The family | 
members of the students also gave them 
support. Devisadanam UP School, 
Payyannur has been using only ink pens for 
the past 2 years. This is a step to be 
applauded.. | 
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lean Village in J.J. Murphy School in Kottayam District, Campaign against drugs in 
al Higher Secondary, Poomala Idukki, Activities against contagious fever by Eriveti East 
ol Kannur, Methods on eradicating mosquitoes by UBSB School Kasargode, the 
e 'In village and Schools' by the children of Panavalli LP School, Alapuzha, Campaign 
co by the students of MSP School Malappuram are some ofthe social interactions held 


lents ofthe State. 
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Arts, Sports, Work Experience 


As a part of the learning activities, schools in the State have been 

conducting and implementing various programmes to develop 
| artistic talents of the children. In the year of effective educational 
i governance many artistic activities which were diverse in content 
and rich ideological presentations were conducted, Activities which 
j are the most notable and fit to be emulated are given below. 
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il, visual presentation named 

produced by Thenjipalam 
Malappuram district requires 
ntion. The presentation was 
| in creating love for nature 


dents. 


iry youth festival and English 
uth festival were conducted 
eadership of AEOs of Thrissur 
ungalloor Educational Sub 
he competitions were all held 
nd the active participation of 
om every school of the district 
d. 


leadership of Vazhoor Grama 

t, a training camp to develop the 
lents of students named 'Arangil 
Arivilekku' was conducted. 
ig coaching camps by various 
ats in Thrissur, Sports academy 
»y Anamada Grama Panchayat, 


il coaching camp by Kuzhur Grama 
iyat, Sports coaching camp by 


Mathilakam Block Panchayat etc. deserve 
special mention as they were their 


successful activities. 
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2007-08 Year of effecti: 


Literary works are the best medium for transmitting the 
message of the present age to the next generation. By 
dramatizing popular literary works the creative talents ofthe 
children come off with flying colours. Thalayolaparambu 
AJJMH School's artistic activity of dramatizing Malayalees 
favourite writer Basheer's 'Pathummayude Aadu' is praise 
worthy and fit to be modelled. 

The dramatic club, of KVUP School, Eranakulam, which 
was started 2 years back, not only develops the creative 
ability of the children but also creates opportunity for them 
to interact with the social problems, and develop social 


awareness. 
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Hindi youth festival was conducted for the first time in 
Kannur district by BRC Thaliparamba. It showcased 
the need for giving importance to the national language. 
Most of the Panchayats conducted youth festivals. 
Seminars and workshops on story, poetry, and drama 
were also conducted at District and Panchayat level. 
Seminars on 'Theyyam' organised by RKVUPS Palode 
needs special mention here. Training camps for 
Hockey, Kalaripayatu, Yoga, Karate and Swimming 
were also organised at sub district level. 


SSA conducted a literary workshop in Idukki District 
which provided the youth an opportunity to meet major 
literary figures and to engage in creative literary 
activity under their supervision. The workshop was 
abundant with excellent creative activity. Stories, 
poems, cartoons and pictures were created. An 
interview with the students who excelled in the camp 


was aired by Akashavani. 
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Workshop on Folksong and Street Theatre 


A workshop on Folksong and street theatre was conducted by 
RPM LPS in Chottupara in Idukki district. Training was given 
to students as a part of popularising extinct folk songs. These 
folk songs were choreographed by the students themselves and 
later exhibited on streets; which gathered much public 
attention. The above programme conducted by the PTA and 
the teachers succeeded in creating great impact and awareness 


in the district. 


Lesson 1: Swimming 
Pampakuda MTM Higher Secondary 
School in Eranakulam district specializes 
in giving lessons on swimming to the 
students. Every student in the school is 
taught swimming and the full fledged 
swimming pool of the school helps to 
teach swimming forat least 800 students. 


Physical training was given to all the schools and 
School teachers in Vallikode, Malayalapuzha, i 
Kodumon under the leadership of Panchayats in 
Pathanamthitta district. It needs special mention 
because in spite ofthe non-availability of physical 
training teachers, physical education 
programmers. Camps are conducted efficiently i 
with the help of Panchayats. It was part of the all | 
round development programme of students 
envisaged by the Panchayats and Corporations. 
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Kothamangalam continues its victory 
Schools like St. George Mar Basil School 
are renowned for their athletic powers and 
create national champions in sports every 
year. 1 
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Observance of Important 
Days 

The celebration of different days of importance 
aims at developing historical sense, forming 
attitudes, developing interests in the learning 
process, creating values in the new generation and 
participating in knowledge construction. Some 
illustrations of 'Day celebrations' held in different 
schools in the Year of Effective Educational 


Governance: 
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photo exhibition consisting of 250 pictures of 
nportant events in Gandhi's life was conducted by 
hatheera HS, Alappuzha. 


ymbolic Dandi Yatra was conducted by Naduvannur 
S, Kozhikode and in Alappuzha District 


ycudrama on Dandi Yatra by Adukuthubayal 
FUPS, Kasargode. 


NI VES E 


Scientific experiments were conducted by SNDPHS 
Kozhencherry on CV Raman day. 
Competitions for aged people were conducted by 
Thekumbad LPS Thiruvananthapuram on Geriatrics 
day. 

Z^ Various colourful activities were conducted during 
commencement ofacademic year for the new arrivals. 
The directory prepared by Palakkad DIET on how to 
conduct & celebrate various activities on special days 
titled Margadarsi gained attention through its 


innovative suggestions 
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Learning Materials 

The learning materials prepared during the last 
school year were rich with many good objectives 
like giving opportunities for children to engaging 
in controlled activities, for various levels of 


evaluation and the like: 
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Let's Write and Erase 


The learning materials prepared by the students 
of class 2 of Govt. U.P School, Kasragode District 
invite special attention. The learning materials 
prepared in the form of work sheet for 
Mathematics, Languages, Environmental 
Studies, English and all other subjects have raised 
the standards of children much. 


ware 


: 


Parchai 


The extra reading material 'Parchai Hindi’ 
prepared by the Kannur District for classes 5, 6 
and 7 received special praise from NCERT. This 
was distributed by SSA in the entire state as extra 


learning material for Hindi. 
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Evaluation 


This is an year in which a lot of study was made on 
continuous and terminal evaluation. As part of 
classroom activity teachers ware trained in the use 
of worksheets. At the cluster meetings they were 
provided with worksheets on every unit. These 
worksheets should be evaluated as authentic 
documents to evaluate the level of learning ofthe 
student. There are several areas in which 
worksheets have been prepared and used 
effectively. 
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During vacation training teachers had plenty of 
opportunities to evolve their own models of continuous | 
evaluation for use in their classrooms. Those who f 
utilise the opportunities have made a number of models & 


in every district. 
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The port folio evaluation at ALPS, 
Thankayam was the best example for the 
enquiries conducted by teachers in this 
direction. 


L.P.School, at Champad, Kannur; Padma 
L.P.School, Ponnembadam, Malappuram 
are some of the schools which have 
conducted their own enquiry in this field. 
These alternate attempts are evidences of 
academic enquiries being held by teachers 
with imaginative and creative abilities. 


SSA was able to prepare and print question 
papers with the help of teachers at district 
level. The question papers were distributed 
to the schools free of cost. This helped to 
improve the quality of evaluation. 
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Harisree Edusoft 


Teachers face many problems in recording and analyzing the results of 
evaluation. As per the directions of SSA state office, attempts are made in 
Kozhikode district to overcome these problems scientifically with the help 
of technology. The 'Harisree Edusoft' was prepared under the leadership of 
Mr. V.E.Krishnan Namboodiri, Software Engineer, IIM Kozhikode. The try- 
outs were conducted in ten selected schools of City Sub-district, Kozhikode 
and the reactions received were highly positive. 


'Harisree Edusoft' helps in recording CE and TE. It also helps to prepare 
progress card, consolidated grade list and promotion list. The highlight ofthe 
software is that it helps to get each learner's performance level in all subjects 


and in all areas. 163 
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Some models of evaluation from Kozhikode 


Nallalam COLP School, Kozhikode district has designed a 
programme for assessing students continuously. They make 
use of specially prepared worksheet for each subject every 
month. The products that emerged out of these activities are 
kept in a portfolio. This provides opportunity for students to 
self assess their progress and analyze its merit and 
limitations. Parents get a chance to see their ward's 
performance directly. 
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Chapter -5 
Research activities 
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Any endeavour to improve the conditions of human life will 
have the quality of research. This fact assumes great 
importance in education which is an endeavor to build up a 
new generation. The last year witnessed peerless efforts 
made by teachers and educators to concentrate on research 
activities. Some of the research activities in the state during 
the last academic year are: 

Z^ The 'Noottukku Nooru' Project implemented in 
selected Panchayats. 

Z^ A special project QEPR implemented in 104 schools 
of Kerala with the goal 'Quality Education Pupil's 
Right'. 

Z^ The action researches undertaken by various teachers 


across the state. 
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The try-outs conducted to test the feasibility of 
modern concepts and strategies in the field of 


education. 


Studies undertaken by the Department of 
Education and other agencies in the district and 


state levels. 

Independent enquiries conducted in different parts 
of the state . 

Teacher's congress conducted to share the results 
and findings of the enquiry. 
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"Noottukku Nooru' Project 


The learning material used here is not the textbook, but 
cards containing suggestions of each activity. 


Z^ ACE (Acquiring competency in English) for classes 3, 
4and5 


Z Easy Mathematics for classes 3 and 5 
2 Meetti Hindi for class 5 


These programmes aimed at redressing the learning 
backwardness and developing learning aptitude for the 
subjects Mathematics, English and Hindi which were 
identified as rather difficult for the students. The state cell of 
SSA Kerala gave leadership to the implementation of this 
project in the selected one hundred Panchayats of the state. 


Since it was a special programme, teacher training, 
orientation for SSG members and workshops for Panchayat 
members were organized separately. Studies and periodic 
evaluation of the project were conducted in the district 
level. 
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Efforts and Results 

Ê The skills and learning aptitudes of 
children for the subjects English, Hindi and 
Mathematics increased as targeted. 


/ The skills and confidence of the teacher 
increased in areas where the project was 
implemented. 

/^ The inclination for investigation and 

synergy for academic improvement were 

strengthened at the local level 


Children’s Drama gained National Attention 


The English play written and performed by the students of 
GNP School Mankai (Maradu Panchayat, Eranakulam 
District) became notable. A video recording of this 
performance was presented ina national level seminar. 169 


G 
M 


& ]S e» DE 


OO AWD 


Q 


) 


39i 


IIULUAIAOS 94129jJ9 JO E9A 80-L00Z 


2007-08 Year of effective governance 


The panchayats could realize the scope of their 
activities for the efficiency of Educational sector and 
gain confidence through this. 

It provided experience for the local community 
including the parents for intervening effectively in 
education. 


The achievements of the project could have been enhanced 
further if more attention was paid to the supply of learning 
materials teacher training and effective monitoring 
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= Action Researches 
H What can a social science teacher do when map reading 9o) 
È becomes a hazardous task for most of the students of class Ry: 
Š VI? The remedies discovered by K.V.Sruthy, DIET, 
4 Thrissur are as follows: N, o Yonn, 
= d a. - m 
$ Z Sufficient situations for developing the sketches of wigs, Me, © Lee 
$ one's school compound and local area should be ' "a Da d 
3 provided prior to the map reading of the state and the l a bos 
country. “Poses 
Z They should be given opportunity to analyze maps and 30, 
assimilate ideas. Jey, 
She arrived at these feasible conclusions in the following 
manner. 
my, 
Z^ She diagnosed the real issue. np, * Cen, 
4 ery em 
2 Sheanalyzedthe possible reasons for this issue. ^ $ D 
D 
Z^ Sheascertained the possible solutions for this issue. ? 219 Hen, | 
Nog "Way d 
She tried them out and found out a solution for the ap Mey o 
issue faced in her class. y ayog; 9. 
, 2 EH , DeL m 
This teacher acted by applying the above action plan. rate vo jan 
When compared with olden days more number of teachers ^ ics n 
are working in their field, imbibing the culture of this » em " 
e ( 6, 
activity. Many teachers have taken up action researches like is a 
o, 


this last yeartoo. 


Since the adVnt of British Colon o! ioa k 
a rulers language, library lang lalis pa? ce gnfroHBlg with English as 
experts of English had cą 2 e like. Even though 

jue D urs af average. 


smoothened the English langi 


e acquisition. But now we 
on our own. This has some limitations because an inadeque 
scaffolding to people like us to master that language. I'm 
devices in visual media but trying to emphasis the need fi 
language. 

After independence, the whole English teaching and 


Same condition is in prevalence worsening the scenario. Pre 
period, our English class roo 
tion 


Of improvement the last decade witnesse 
approach-that brought in a shift from form 
"M Xs. I think the English teaching and learning a! 
change that contributed to a felt improvement in the commu 
approach also was not free from blemish or drawbacks becau: 
our traditional teaching and learning have a greater impact i 
though the exponents spoke a lot about the 
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Owing to the fact that the questions of fluency in En 
approach-cognitive interaction approach-is expounded and inti 
from drawbacks it advanced a lot in creating an urge in the mii 
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While implementing a curriculum based on 
social constructivism, many pre-determined remedial 
methods become insufficient. When issues crop up, 
committed teachers analyze the situations or her 
school and classroom with a research mentality, and 


WO medial m O! will find 

en s seek remedial measures. ther teachers also E Ya 

il i ishi 
0 o their findings helpful. Hence efforts for pul " g 
e = p" > those action researches in various ways at the s : e 
ge 2^ S e ing this 
v S ae y^ om district and block levels were undertaken during 
NC 


year. 
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More encouragement should be given to such 
scientific attempts at solving the issues related to one's 
field of activity. Today the teachers have limited 
experiences about the methodology, recording and 
dispersal of findings ofaction research. This should be 
redressed. Action Research should develop as a part of 
ateacher's professionalism in future. 


Learning at Various Levels 


In the earlier chapters we have seen many examples of 
the importance of research on bettering the 
educational process. Apart from the state level a lot of 
research studies are conducted in the district, block 


and school levels. 


study conducted by BRC, Mananthavady of Wayanad district provides a lot of 
izations to all those who work in this field. The objectives of their study are 
ization of the achievements of Integrated Educational Development project 
JC), identification of the number of the target activities that could be completed, 
'tification of the issues existing in this field, and making suggestions to improve 
ntegrated educational activities. 
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The quality ofinstruments got through medical camps should be ensured. 
Atleastone permanent resource teacher should be appointed in each school 


All teachers related to IDEC haven't received training. 
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These are only a few examples of the meaningful studies conducted at the grass 
root level. All these studies underline the fact that the studies conducted in each 
area can play a major role in shaping the future activities in that area. 


Those who work in various levels of education should come forward imbibin g the 
scientific method of approaching issues through a research attitude. They should 
plan and implement followup activities based on their findings. 
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onal Activities using MLA and MP Fund 


re shows the inauguration of 
lassroom' by the Honorable 
of the Legislative Assembly 
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This project was designed and implemented with the aim of raising 


the academic and infrastructural qualities of 65 schools in the € 
Grama Panchayats of Kundara Constituency. The expenses wer: 
met from the fund of the local MLA and Minister for Education 


Shri. M.A.Baby. 

Major Objectives 

Z^ Special emphasis on subjects like language, Mathematics anc 
English 

Z^ Nurturing of reading habits and scientific aptitude. 

Z Successful implementation of 'My Tree! project and Soci: 
Greening project. 

Z^ Development of skills in arts and sports. 


Z^ Ulilization of the achievements of science and technology fo 


learning. 
Z^  Ensuringthe participation of the society in school activities. 


Z^ Development of awareness about cleanliness and clean habits 
in children. 


Z^ Formation of on-site support teams and making activities 


effective. 


TU Seano3 TE HAPIY »5j 7 
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Var _ 1s projects prepared to attain these goals: 


Oppathinoppam' 
For overcoming the backwardness in Aeondloc quid 
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language, Mathematics and English Dti egg 
p ee da ache ra] 

Vaayanayude Lokathu oina Rer 
n order to ascertain the bond between Luxe (eed ert ae 


eading and learning sein i 
tete ‘are: x 


astra Gramam 
or promoting scientific aptitude 


he Collective of children 


Various club activities 

cial Greening 

. continuation of 'My Tree' project 

iriety of fitness 

or making arts/sports education and work 
xperience effective 

ledia lab 

! order to make use of modern technology 
n learning 

irticipatory Noon meals 

1 order to ensure nourishing noon meals 


leanliness of school and the locality 
1 order to make cleanliness a habit of day 
oday life 
iroup efforts for excellence 
Workshops, monitoring 
All programmes were planned and executed under 
the auspices of respective Grama panchayats in the 
Constituency. PTAs and local community also 
participated in this. Common planning and 
monitoring was done at constituency level. 
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Utilization of Funds in a Different 
Direction 


Sri. Joseph.M.Puthussery MLA, 
Kallooppara Constituency in 
Pathanamthitta district implemented 
the project of Malayalam computing in 
all the schools in his constituency. 
Besides he supplied Dish Antenna and 
receivers to high schools thereby 
enabling them to access Victors 
Education Channel. 


Chengannur MLA Sri. P.C.Vishnunath 
spent Rs.50 lakhs to establish e-learning 
system in all high schools and UP 
schools. 


Dr. K.TJaleel, MLA, Kuttippuram, 
Malappuram district spent Rs. 34.5 
lakhs to supply computers to all LP/UP 
schools of his constituency. Besides he 
spent Rs 14 lakhs to provide Smart 
Classrooms to all high schools. 
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Animation Films 

The project for teaching Animation Film Making was a 
higly exciting experience to high school students of 
Kuttippuram Educational Sub-district. This project 
organized under Dr. K.T.Jaleel MLA, Kuttippuram was the 
first of its kind in India. Around thirty animation films were 
made under this project. The children sketched the films on 
computer screen themselves, and edited them by adding 
sound and music. It can be recorded as a novel experience 


in the field of education. 
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Members of the Parliament for Ensuring 
Quality 


P 


Shri. S. Ajayakumar, MP, Ottappalam 
supplied the required number of 
equipments like computer, LCD etc. to IT 
labs ofall High Schools ofhis constituency. 


Adv. T.K. Hamsa, MP, Mancheri spent 
about half of his fund for developing the 
infra structural and computer facilities in 
all schools (from primary to Higher 
Secondary) of his constituency. He allotted 
up to Rs. 10 lakhs according to the 
requirements of each school. 

Sri. A. Vijayaraghavan MP spent his local 
development fund for constructing school 
buildings, playground, drinking water 
facilities, girl friendly toilets, and IT 


Education. 


In addition to this many MLAs and MPs had 
provided aids from their funds for the 


development of educational sector. 


The contribution « oples' 
representatives of K of the 
Legislative Assemb ind the 
Parliament, could give i us to the 
endeavors of the Dep: ment of 


Education at efficiency. It is a desirable 
change that their efforts have shifted 
from paying nominal attention to the 
infrastructural facilities of schools to a 
comprehensive development of the 
educational field at all its levels. 
However it is to be ensured further that 
the activities and projects, which were 
implemented with the fund is 
functioning properly. 


Local Specific Activities 


The Panchayats and schools have made significant 
strides this year in implementing a variety of activities 
according to the historical and social conditions of the 
locality. A lot of cases in which novel local specific 
activities for the effective transaction the curriculum, 
redressal of classroom issues, and enhancement of 
social interventions were undertaken in Kerala. 
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Local Resource Mapping 


The local resource map developed by the synergic 
efforts of the students of GLP School and GNUP 
School, in Vadasserikkara Panchayat in 
Pathanamthitta district is a model which can be 
imitated. 


Various schools of Thiruvananthapuram district 
made preparations of children's farms, 
agricultural exhibition, trips to agricultural fields 
and agricultural fests were organized with the 
focus on agricultural education. 


The historical investigation of GHSS, Mogral, 
Puthoor in Kasargod district resulted in making a 
Dictionary of Archives with pictures titled 
'Niranaazhi'. 


Everyone lauded the indigenous project for 
developing local history by Akathathara Grama 
Panchayat of Palaghat district with praise. 


A lot of local specific activities for raising the 
learning levels of children are taking place at 
various levels in various areas of the state. This 
has started reflecting in the quality of education of 
the state. The tendency for this has to be 
encouraged and promoted at all levels. There is no 
doubt that they are developing as one of the major 
components of the established educational 
system. 
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From Teacher's Convention to Teachers 
Congress 


Two days before the onset of the academic years 2007-08, all teachers from 
Primary to Higher Secondary assembled in the Panchayats and discussed 
about the year of Effective Educational Governance. In depth discussion: 
were conducted on the issues faced by the Kerala Society, the role o! 
education and the need for change in schools. The teacher's conventio: 
ended with the decision to make this year excellent enough to achieve th 
goal of quality education. An annual plan for this was drawn up at the scho« 
level the very next day. 


The Teachers Congress titled Excellence 2007-08 was a meaningful 
conclusion to this venture. It was organized on April 16 : 
Thiruvananthapuram. The presentation and transaction of the strides mad: 
in various schools across the state during the year of Effective Educationa 
Governance was a novel experience in the history of Education in Kerala. 


Yi 
: \ 2007-08 / , 
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The Stepping Stones of Teacher's Congress 


SSA started the documentation of the efforts of the year of 
Effective Educational Governance realizing that dispersal of the 
impacts created by the teacher's convention and other efforts are 
essential forthe development of education in future. 


Æ School level preparation - BRCs collected the high quality 
activities from schools with their reports, proofs and 
accompanying documents. 


Æ BRC Level Presentation - These excellences were 
presented before the general public at the BRC level. Not 
only teachers, but also PTA representatives, and 
representatives of Local Self Government made 
presentations. 

Æ District Level Documentations - The excellent activities 
from BRC presentations were selected and were published 
as a collection in the form of a book. This document was 
extremely helpful to convince that activities were organized 


in an efficient manner. 


ə District Level Teachers Congress - The opportunity to 
present their excellence in work before the society was 
exciting and encouraging to the selected school activists. It 
also helped in providing a new sense of direction to others. 
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State Teachers Congress - The State Teachers 
Congress became notable for its planning and 
organization. Papers were presented in 
simultaneous sessions. The awards for 
excellences given by the Unique Education 
Field, made teachers, Panchayat members, 
PTA members etc. satisfied. The fact that the 
society has noticed and recognized their 
activities provided them the energy and 
excitement for further actions. 

The discussions over the excellences took 
place on the second day. They marked a 
meaningful initiation for text book revisions 
which began as part of curriculum revision. 
"Excellence 2007-2008' collected and 
published at the state level will remain a 
glowing beacon in the path of educational 
development of Kerala. 
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Since many of the excellent activities 
completed so far could not be recorded 
properly, we couldn't share them properly 
with others. A documentation culture which 
can solve this situation has to be developed at 
all levels. 
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Chapter 6 


The Road to Convergence 


a 


There are many institutions at state and district levels to 
undertake numerous activities in the field of education. At the 
state level we have SCERT, SSA, QIP, SIET, DHSS, 
IT(Q School, SIEMAT, DVHSS and DIET. At the district level 
we have DIET, DDE and DPO. At the Panchayat level we have 
AEO and BPO and at the sub district level we have PEC. Each 
of these structures engages in unique and parallel academic 
activities. Lack of convergence of their activities had created 
numerous issues and wastage in the field. Efforts to avoid 
these issues and coordinate these institutions were made 
during the year 2007-2008. The achievements of the 
convergence of agencies at the state level and district levels 
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were: 

Æ Each system could realize its role and function 
accordingly. 

Z^ The aid of different agencies could be made use of for 

realising a goal. 

By avoiding the repetition of activities, loss of time and 

money could be avoided. 


More activities could be executed in a participatory 


fashion within a limited time. 


State Level Planning and 
Convergence 


It was for the first time in history that State Education 
Calendar, allotting a time schedule for the variety of activities 
to be implemented by various agencies at the state level, was 
prepared. Based on this calendar, Education calendars were 
prepared at the District and subsequently at the Block and 
Panchayat levels at the very beginning of this year. Motivated 
by this, many schools published printed calendars during this 
year. 
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This programme is evaluated as a practical model of effective 
time-resource management. 
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The convergence in the year 2007 was not 
merely limited to the convergence of 
activities of various institutions under one 
department. It also envisaged the 
convergence of various departments with 
the common goal of effective education. 
Some achievements ofthe convergence are: 


2 'My Tree' project, a joint venture of the 
Education Department and the Forest 
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Department 
4 Child census conducted jointly by the Mpb ic.IDIDIDIDOID: 
Department of Local Self 2007-08 


Government, Department of Social 
Welfare and the Department of 
Education. 


Z^ The enriched noon meal scheme 
organised jointly by the Civil Supplies 
Department and the Department of 
Education. 


Review Meetings 


Monitoring plays a major role in 
deciding the direction of any activity. One of 
the excellences of 2007 is that such review 
meetings could be continued according to a 
calender. State level review /planning 
meetings of District authorities were 
continued under the leadership the Minister 
of Education and Heads of various 
Departments. Before these state level 
meetings, there were review /planning 
meetings at district /block levels. 
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The district level meetings could excel state 
meetings as the right models in the path of 
rgence 

such convergences are: 

he constitution of District Education Council 
lonthly review /planning meetings of District 
ducation Council. 

he functioning of District Core Group. 


he functioning of District Monitoring Team. 


| the convergences were realised existing 
immes like training, material production etc. 
be made need based. 


Most of the funds for DIET was devoted 
entirely to the empowerment of core SRG, 
DRG and BRG in the year 2007. SSA focused 
on teacher empowerment and development of 
school facilities. The District, Block and 
Panchayat governing bodies ensured the 
educational support needed for this. 
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The reflections ofthe convergences formed at the state and 
district levels were visible in schools during 2007. A few 
examples of the activities in this direction are: 


Z^ The Science-Social Science exhibition conducted 
in GLPS, Veliyannur (Thiruvananthapuram 
district) 


Z^ The sustainable continuing education programme 
organised in Kodakara constituency, Thrissur 
district 
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4 The 'Noorumeni' programme for improving the 
quality of learning in class X implemented in 
Kottayam district. 

2  'No D+ programme conducted in Kozhikode 
district. 

Æ The Gramasabha of children and the physical 

training programme ‘Operation Olympia' 

conducted by Karakulam Grama Panchayat. 
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District Level Planning and Convergence 


The convergence of various institutions at the state level pioneered the 
ground for District level convergence. A convergent action plan 
including District Panchayat, Educational Offices, DIET and SSA was 
conducted on April 11, 12 and 13 in various districts. Thereafter four 
District Education calendars were prepared and activities were 
conducted accordingly. 
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The council of the above mentioned institutions has 
the participation of district educational structures 
which give creative suggestions for the planning, 
execution, monitoring and education of educational 
activities. 


Shri. V. Narayanan Master, Chairman of the 
Committee for Education, Kasargode District 
Panchayat says “As far as Kasargode district is 
concerned, all activities in the educational sector are 
organised by the District Panchayat. If need be, the 


District Council might meet many times a month 


There was an awakening in the educational activities 
of all districts which realise the importance of 
Education council of Kasargode and emulated their 
example. 


District Core Groups and 
Subject Councils 


These are small groups of representatives in the 
District Council to give a complete shape to the 
activities of the District and to help in the activities of 
the District Education Councils. Those groups give 
shape to the monthly activities at the district level, after 
the state level review meetings. The action plan and 
calendar prepared thus should be presented in the 
District council. The District council should approve 
ofit. Asapartofthis, a fifteen member, subject council 
each was constituted at the district level. Directions for 
constituting similar councils at the sub district level 
were also given. Subject councils were formed at the 
Panchayat level also at the assembly of teachers from 
primary to secondary level. 


Dear friends, 


This calendar i 


activities whi 


place in the 


district within one yeai 


creative co-operation 


changes in the school : 


this calendar effectivel 


efforts of all to impr 


scenario ofthe district b: 


With love 


President, Dis 


ideline of 
uld take 

of our 
pect the 
to effect 
by using 

earnest 
ducation 


cessful. 


van Master 


Kasargode. 


| Chapter 7 


Attractive School 
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The infrastructural facilities of schools are quite important in 
enhancing the quality of learning. It is the responsibility of 
every school to provide clean classrooms, urinal, playground, 
compound wall, garden etc. for the children. But the General 
Education schools suffered a lot of limitations in this aspect. 
Owing to the interventions of Local self Governments and 
Sarva Siksha Abhiyan, these limitations have been overcome. 
The utilization of PTA, MLA and MP funds has played a 
significant role in making the school environment attractive. 
Environment friendly constructions have changed the image 
of General Education schools. 


2.6.1 Civil work 


The construction of kitchens with gas connection, 
tiled dining rooms and separate buildings for 
library have attracted the attention of parents. 


There are some procedures for the transparency 
of the planning, execution and review of the 
construction activities of General Education 
schools. The constructions of the year of Effective 
Educational Governance have also followed 
these principles. The construction works were 
organized by a committee which included 
people's representatives, parents, teachers and 
officials of the department. This structure is much 
beneficial for the constructions based on local 
needs. There are many schools which have made 
use of common fund and people's support in 
executing effective construction work. 
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Infrastructural facilities of Third Camp Govt. L.P.School 


There are plenty of facilities like Open stage, Auditorium, Audio visua 
Lab, Library, Pump house etc. Don't think that these are the facilities a 
some colleges. They are at Third Camp Govt L.P. School, Idukk 
District. They could realise all these by utilizing common fund. 


The caution and transparency shown in construction activities have 
generated respect for the school. The Panchayat, SSA, and the MLA 
would give immediate sanction to the construction activities of Third 
Day Camp School. As the enrolment figures of the school rise due to its 
merits, there is no wonder ifa 'no admission! board appears in front of the 
school. 


As a result of this, the number of children seeking admission to General 
Education Schools have risen considerably. For example, an additional 
number of 192 students sought admission in GLPS, Kalavoor, 162 
students in 'GUPS', Thambakachadu and 149 students in Town LPS 
Cherthala. 


The Plus Two System under One Roof 


The Plus two complexes costing one and a quarter crore rupees 
each are under construction. with the financial help of 
NABARD, in 24 selected High Schools of Kannur district. The 
infrastructural facilities of schools are improved by buildings 
which have facilities like classrooms, lab, library and 
recreation facilities, toilet, drinking water and office. 


2007-08 Year of effective governance 


Fifty lakh rupees each has been allotted to selected schools of 
other districts. Besides, the municipalities have supplied 


buildings and furniture. 
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Learning in the Studio 


An extraordinary classroom was constructed by 
Koliyadukkam Govt. UP School utilizing the fund of Sarva 
Siksha Abhyan. This beautiful multipurpose classroom can be 
used not only for reading, writing or painting but also for 
exhibitions, experiments and shooting. The name of this 
classroom 'Studio- The Learning Plus' itself is very interesting. 


The beauty and attractiveness of the Studio endorses Tagore's 
maxim that “Schools should be architectural feats which 
haven't lost the feel for nature”. 


School Grant, maintenance Grant 


School grants and maintenance grants have played a small but 
significant role in making the school and classrooms attractive 
and useful. School grants are utilized for purposes other than 
civil work. A grant of Rs. 2000/- each is given to L.P and U.P 
School units separately from the SSA fund. 
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Chapter 8 


Curriculum Revision 


Curriculum is an important component which decides the 
nature and direction of the education ofthe state. It should 
maintain high quality both as a document and at the 
implementation level. One of the basic things about 
curriculum is that it should be regularly updated based on 
the contemporary needs and objectives of society. The 
revision of the curriculum which began with the 
curriculum of primary level in 1997 reached upto the 
secondary classes within a few years. This revision 
attracted much national attention. Even though there were 
minor revisions several times, the existing curriculum 
completed a decade during the year 2007-08. 


won 
v 
gE 
E 
E 
P 
v 
- 
gi 
E 
H 
É 
E] 
€i 
E 
- 
Ii 
LE 
b 
- 
€i 
Ti 
RM 
e 
£z 
"ij 


NCF2005 


National Council of Educational Research and 
Training (NCERT) published the National Curriculum 
Framework (NCF 2005) with the objective of 
enhancing the quality of educational activities across 
the country. NCF 2005 congratulates and accepts the 
visionary, philosophical and methodological 
foundations of the curriculum revision of Kerala. 
Besides it attempts to ensure their growth and 
development from time to time. The national document 
could realize the necessity of curriculum revision in 
Kerala and provide staunch support to it. 
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(a) 
(b) 


(c) 


(d) 


(e) 


The existing school system is rigid. It resists all changes. 


The learning process has become an esoteric activity. No training is 
provided for applying the acquired knowledge in one's life. 


The schools promote a thinking process which discourages creative 
thoughts and imagination. 


What the child gains from school in the name of knowledge doesn't make 
use of their activity to create new knowledge. 


The condition of sacrificing the child's present for his future is 
detrimental to the welfare of the children, society and even the country. 
The concept that education is for equipping children to formulate a 
perspective about life to develop one's own skills and to realise that 
others too have such equal rights is significant even today. No one has 
any objections about it. The mutual dependence of people should be 
emphasized once again. As Tagore says 'we get more happiness when we 
realize ourselves through others, since our children came to school from 
different cultural, social and financial environments our commitment to 
the concept of equality can be reiterated. In an economic system based on 
competition, individual desires reduce education to the level of an 
instrument for material gains. When individuals are bound by 
competitive relationships alone, intolerable conflicts develop among 
children. It distorts values. The method of learning through give and take 
becomes insignificant. In a multicultural society like ours, education 
should help to develop values which can strengthen peace, tolerance and 


humanism. 


In order to implement many good concepts developed in the past, more attention 
should have been paid to matters related to the educational system and planning. 


The important ones among them are 


Y a 


a 
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Link knowledge with life outside the school 


Ensure that learning isn't mere rote learning 

Instead ofa textbook centered approach define curriculum skills in such 
away that they would help in the total development of children 

Make examinations more flexible and integrated with the learning 
activities. 


Develop an identity based on mutual interests and which is beyond all 
differences, within the democratic political framework ofthe country. 
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Kerala Curriculum Framework 


The curriculum revision was started with the vision that the curriculum should be > social 
document. The participation, contribution and observations of people from various sectio were 
ensured in this process from the very outset. 


Stages of forming KCF 2007 
Z^ Constitution of 14 focus groups 
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Æ Preparation of position papers in various areas by 
the focus groups. This was done through 
discussions with various sections of the society. 
The position papers discussed in fourteen districts 
were consolidated at the state level 


Æ Aparticipatory discussion of draft KCF at District, 
Panchayat and School levels 


Æ Giving a final shape to KCF at the state level 
assimilating the ideas and suggestions of those 
participating in discussions. 

Z^ Release of Kerala Curriculum Framework 2007 
(KCF 2007) 


Focus Groups - Task and Areas 


No. DIET Area 
ES Kasargode | Evaluation B 
© 2 Kannur =| Pre-primary education EM g 
3 Kozhikode ^ ^ Science learning B 7 
A| Wayanad English learning 
g | Malappuram E | Language learning 
E alk ` Palakad = i E | Social science learning l 
7 Alappuzha TT enabled education ——- | 
| 8 Thrissur Reconstruction of the educational s system | 
EN -Pathanamthitta - SN Primary education 
-w | Idukki Health and physical education E 
zu Eranakulam i ! Teacher education 
d Kottayam - = Mathematics learning m m 
13 Kollam E Zi Work experience learning | m 
14 Thiruvanandapuram | Vocational education i | 


vards the New Approach 
We have tried to utilize the support of the educational experience of olden days, a vision 
1e future society, national and international changes, and various streams of thought in the 
1 hed the curriculum. School curriculum of Kerala is revised considering the proposals 
NCF 2005 had accepted the perspectives of the curriculum in use in Kerala from 1997 
ards. This is recognition to the educational perspectives advanced by Kerala. It is in this 
eral context that KCF 2007 (Draft document) is submitted for popular discussion. 


allenges faced by the Kerala Society 
The need of General Education gets challenged. 
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Educational thoughts centered on the market. 
The development of unaided schools 
Pedagogy different from the General curriculum 
Religious and caste intolerance 
Excessive fondness of the young generation towards drugs. 
Development /Educational policies which destroy ecological balance. 
erspective on the future society 
We should dream of a future society free from discrimination and steeped in humanism. 


That society gives prime importance to nationalism, self reliance, promotion of 
indigenous culture and democratic values. 
á The society utilizes our human resources for sustainable development. 


á The cooperation and collective vision of man. 


? It has the concept that knowledge is the wealth of all. 
ty has the concept that investigation and critical thinking are the foundations of 


d The socie 
knowledge building process. 
PA The society constantly struggles against all discrimination. 


Aims of Education 
Enable balanced development * Ensure social justice * Develop better citizenship * 


Develop a high level of national consciousness * Develop a science and technology 
consciousness * Develop a scientific attitude * Sustain cultural identity * Develop 
vocational skills * Develop social and democratic values * Nurture self reliance * 
Provide empowerment for resistance * Focus on construction / application / and 
transaction of knowledge * Nourish critical approach 


Perspective on Learning 

Education is a social process. 

Knowledge is constructed through the constant i 
environment. 


Both the learner and the teacher should adopt a critical appro: 
interact with and question the 


nteraction between the learner and his 


ach in education 


VN WS 


Through critical pedagogy, the learner should constantly 
varieties and dichotomies of life 


Z^ Tn the constructivist perspective learning is a process of constructing knowledge 


Z^ Effective learning becomes possible only in an environment which recognizes th 
child's personality 


Quality Education and Application of knowledge 


Z Quality is the sum total of abilities and skills acquired through a process. It 
consists in the ability of a curriculum to correlate knowledge with the practica 
aspects of life. 


21 
El 
z 
Si 
La 
LE. 
Sí 
> 
$ 
[5] 
2 
> 
* 
E 
5 
m 
© 
M 
S 
> 
oo 
$ 
c 
L3 
e 
a 


Z^ The success of a learning process is when a picture of experiences gained by t 
learners becomes available in school. 


Z^ One should proceed by recording the levels of experience of the learner and 
ensure the ability of parents to intervene in them. 


Z^ Here the parent must also be helped continuously. 
2 PTAs and Local administrative structures should become catalytic forces here 


Schools should become venues for acquiring skills and abilities by analyzing the vari: 
experiences of different of sections of the society through debates and observa 
experiments. 


Issue Based Approach 


The path of learning which aims at social changes should be through social cha 
themselves. It is the construction of a new path. It seems that this path can qualitati 
improve the general education of the state. 


Here we accept social issues as the content. How to bring in the variety and expansivencess 
of social issues into formal learning is a challenging task. In order to meet this challenge in 
its totality, a locally flexible curriculum should be developed. In the present day context 
which shows a lot of interest in the learning of mere information, we should think of how to 
implement an approach based on social issues. 


Social life can be categorized into physical, social and cultural domains. There are 
numerous problems in each of the domains. When we analyse each of these issues we can 
see that they have certain common sources. We may think of the common sources of the 
issues experienced throughout Kerala and adopt them as our content area. It is sufficient to 
have issues related to physical, social and cultural dimensions. For e.g. during monsoons 
floods and landslides occur throughout Kerala. 


But by the summer season, drought and insufficiency of drinking water 
become rampant. We can look at this issue, which affects all Keralites in 
different forms, as one which happens due to lack scientific land-water 
management. Thus we can name the common source of issues like flood, 
drought, landslide and problems of drinking water as 'lack of scientific 
land-water management’. As part of his investigation based on this issue 
a child arrives at the learning of various branches of knowledge like its 
Geography, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, History, Economics, Statistics 
and Language. Learning progresses on the basis of the common 
principle of education as a journey from concrete to the abstract and 
known to the unknown. Thus we can enlist certain common sources of 
the numerous problems we experience in various walks oflife. 


Some common issue domains applicable to Kerala 
Æ Lack of scientific and land-water management 

Æ Lack of perspective on agriculture as a way of life 
Lack of cohesive universal vision 

Lack of human resource development 

Lack of awareness about one's culture 


Lack of consideration for the marginalised 
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Lack of environment friendly industrialization and urbanization 


Z^ Lack of awareness about health/public health 


We can trace the roots of numerous social issues that we encounter in 
them. Even though a social issue has a common source they have a 
variety of local expressions. We cannot achieve a complete redressal of 
all of them through the curriculum. Here the learner acquires the 
strategies for scientifically approaching the issues that he encounters 


from various walks of life. 


In this context the syllabus decides the type and depth of the issues to be 
s 1 to 12. A child going through this syllabus gets 


analysed from classe: 4 syll 
opportunities to awaken his thoughts, do certain activities (even 
physical activities), develop ideas and express them in a variety of ways 


and intervene qualitatively in the thoughts, actions and perspectives of 
life ofthe people around him. In this method, learning becomes a linking 


ofexperiences with a social goal. 
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Social Constructivism 


Social constructivism is a stream of thought which developed on the 
basis of the ideas of Vygotsky. Social constructivism argues that 
learning is not merely a biological process, but it also has a socio- 
cultural background. Knowledge is constructed through social 
interventions. Each new situation of the society generates new 
learning needs. It provides opportunity for more thoughts. Each makes 
his own contribution to problem solving and attains the goal through 
collective effort. Those who have more experiences help the new 
learners with their learning. And those who have more skills share 
them with others. The society itself develops through co-operative and 
interactive learning. The initial social relationships ofthe child will be 
with people of different ages. The interaction with people who have 
more experience will help the learner a lot. Interaction creates 
imbalance in the cognitive structure. This leads to the construction of 
knowledge. The method of learning should promote the interaction 
between child, teacher and the society so that learning can be raised 
from the current level to the zone of proximal development (ZPD). 
Vygotsky proposes co-operative and interactive learning for this. 


Critical Approach 


The child should be able to adopt a standpoint against ali 
forms of exploitation. He should be able to look at the 
situations of life critically and take decisions with power of 
discrimination. He should also be able to develop a 
readiness for self criticism. He should be able to identify, 
question and resist social evils logically. He should be able 
to accept different concepts with equanimity and integrate 
him. Interaction creates critical consciousness in him. 
Interaction is an equitable relationship between 
individuals. Interaction nourishes love, humility and 
mutual understanding. The children should be able to 
analyse the propagated ideas, identify their demerits and 
resist them. This learning process should aid in observing 
the social needs critically and devise creative solutions for 


them. 
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Textbooks Suitable to the Curriculum 


Syllabus, Textbook, Teacher's handbook, School 


Calendar, Evaluation, Training and Management have a 
lot of importance in deciding the school/ class activities 
for implementing the aims of the curriculum. Need - 
based revisions are essential in each ofthese. There were 
systematic efforts in this direction. 


P 


P 
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Ensure the perspective from class 1 to 12. 


Determining the needs and possibilities of each 
issue domain from classes to 12 and analyzing 
the sub issues. 


Deciding the processes, ideas, concepts, values, 
attitudes, forms of expressions and performance. 


Developing the syllabus grid for classes 1 to 12 on 
their basis. 


Developing textbooks and handbooks (for classes 
ES OW D 


Teacher empowerment programmes for the 
transaction ofthe curriculum. 


Vacation training was conducted with subsequent 
followup activities. 


The textbook was published in two volumes for 
the convenience ofthe learners. 


Thetextbooks were distributed in time. 


Iv | ENGLISH COURSEBOOK 
Volume - 2 
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More concrete and practical forms 
have to be designed in the planning for 
teachers, continuous evaluation, recording 
and follow up activities as per issue based 
curriculum. In the light of the current 
textbooks and teacher's handbooks, interim 
training and assessing teacher planning have 
to be executed effectively through cluster 
meetings. There should be timely 
documentation of activities from school level 
to state level hereafter. On the basis of 
assessing them, further modifications should 
be incorporated. The change will become 
comprehensive and meaningful only then. In 
order to implement them powerfully there 
should effective monitoring at all levels. 


Path of Realization 


In consonance with the aims of the year of Effective 
Educational Governance, systematic programmes were 
implemented in the Department of Education during 
2007-08. The most remarkable achievement of this year of 
excellence is that convergence was realized among 
various departments and different agencies in the 
departments. During this year the system could achieve 
time bound execution of the programmes by forming a 
calendar and excelence could be attained through periodic 
reviews and effective monitoring. These success stories 
were consolidated and published at school, Panchayat and 
District levels. This report is prepared by collecting the 
matter from districts and compiling them at state level. 


We look at the activities at district level with a researcher's 
eye and record. the marks of excellence here. We have 
tried to include maximum number of items as they testify 
extensive experiences. Still we admit that we have not 
been able to include a report on all the activities 
conducted. 

We have great pleasure in dedicating Sardhakam 2007 to 
the enlightened people of Kerala. 


Johny K John 
Director, SIEMAT-Kerala, 
Thiruvananthapuram 
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